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From the Editor’s Desk 


Dear Friends- 


It’s that time of year again, the one where I get to see many of 
you at Annual Sessions! Intermountain Yearly Meeting in early 
June was a wonderfully centered and energetic gathering. The 
concern for border issues has long run deep in IMYM, and 
Arizona’s new immigration law has again brought that passion 
to the forefront of many Friends’ concerns. I am inspired by 
this passion to devote the November issue to human 
rights and border issues. Please contact me by phone 
or email if you have a story suggestion! 


Just a couple days after returning from IMYM, I was off to 

the Pacific Northwest Women’s Theological Conference. This 
year’s conference focused on mentoring, eldering and spiritual 
friendships, a theme that turned out to be especially rich to 
explore between evangelical and unprogrammed Friends. And 
we laughed together! You wouldn’t think a couple of talks on 
eldering could be funny, but there was so much love and joy 
coursing through all of us that we couldn’t help ourselves. 
Though I was not present for the early years of this conference, 
when the divide between the two branches of Friends was so 
difficult to bridge, I am well-acquainted with the history, and 
that made all the laughter that much more rich and valuable. 


Those of you who couldn’t make it to the “Rightly Ordered 
Financial Management for Friends’ Organizations” workshop 
at Ben Lomond Quaker Center back in March, take heed! We 
are still hammering out the finer details, but the good folks 

of Friends Fiduciary Corporation and of Northwest Yearly 
Meeting are bringing the workshop to the Pacific Northwest, 
and it will be open to all Friends. I’m particularly excited that 
this iteration will have both pastoral and non-pastoral Friends; 
particularly when it comes to organizational matters, we have 
a lot to learn from one another. Please, if you even think you 
*might* be interested in attending, send me an email or leave a 
voice mail. I will be sure to get further details to you regarding 
program and cost as soon as we figure them out. 


I do hope you all enjoy the articles in this issue; it’s something 
of a hodgepodge, but then aren’t we all? I’m excited to be able 
to share so much of the Women’s Theological Conference with 
you all; thanks to Becky and Ann for being generous with their 
time. Thanks, too, to Nick and Jill from the Casa de los Amigos 
for turning out a wonderful article in a very short period of 
time. They are really fun and inspiring, and I encourage those 
of you in PYM take the time to say hello to them during Annual 
Session. I am also grateful to Jacob Stone for bringing the 
interview with Chloe to all of us; her openness of spirit is an 
inspiration. You writers make the magazine! 


wg 


503-956-4709 
editor @westernfriend.org 
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Rightly-Ordered Financial Management for Friends 
IS BACK! 
October 29-3 1st 
Twin Rocks Friends Camp, Rockaway Beach, OR 


From hardships with fundraising for building upkeep to simply having a loving, open conversation 
about how finances can better express Quaker values, it seems we are all struggling to find better 
ways of working together. WF is delighted to be partnering with Friends Fiduciary Corporation and 
Northwest Yearly Meeting to once again bring Friends this practical and Spirit-centered exploration 
on financial issues facing Friends’ organizations. 


The workshop will feature sections led by Betsy Muench, co-editor of The Treasurer's Guide for 
Religious Organizations, Connie Brookes and Melissa Stoner, experienced staff of Friends Fiduciary 
Corporation, and Jill Hoyenga, clerk of Eugene Friends Meeting’s dynamic Finance Committee. Friends 
will also have ample time to talk with others from meetings, churches, and Quaker organizations, as 
well as opportunities to wander the woods and beaches of Twin Rocks. all 


Sessions will cover a number of topics, including: . ested? mt rie 


Fostering open conversations about money in your Meeting wes on € 
Budgeting as a reflection of our Friendly priorities and values edite 


4 
4 
Nuts and bolts: reading and crafting financial reports ord coda tion \st- 
yes" 


If your Meeting or organization needs help with discernment around money, don't miss it! 
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VERY OCCASIONAL OFFERINGS FROM THE EDITOR OF WESTERN FRIEND 


I was honored to be asked to join Betsey Kenworthy as a co-presenter at the Pacific Northwest Women’s 
Theological Conference. We spoke during a plenary focusing on mentoring; our talk was free-form, but the 
reflection paper I wrote prior to the conference, shared here, captures the essence of what we presented. 


experienced a powerful vision during a small 

worship group at Annual Session a couple of years 
ago. It was of a long row of women, dancing. The 
dance began at the head of the line, with the woman 
rising from a low crouch and gradually lifting her 
arms gracefully overhead, then twisting and reaching 
back to grab hold of the hand of the woman behind 
her, who would then rise. And at some point the 
line became a circle, and the women were children, 
strong youth, crones, all intermingled, all reaching 
out, reaching back, and lifting up the next in the 
circle. This vision was a beautiful gift from God, one 
I carry close to my heart. It very much captures the 
spirit of my experience among Friends. 


I was not a birthright Friend, and came to Quakers 
as an orphan of sorts. My mother died when I was 
twelve, and my family’s inability to mourn the loss 

of her left me doubly wounded. I was motherless on 
the cusp of adolescence, and desperately in need of 
an outlet for my own grief. Instead I buried that grief 
for years, until Betsey Kenworthy (with the help of 

a few of my peers) persuaded me to attend North 
Pacific Yearly Meeting during my junior year of high 
school. Surrounded by caring, compassionate peers 
and adults for a week, my defenses disintegrated, 
and a flood of pain and tears came pouring out. 
After that, nothing was the same. Though I did not 
have the words for it at the time, it was a powerful 
instance of healing, and of spiritual transformation— 
of letting love into a part of myself where I did not 
think it could grow. 


My vision was only of women, which I think speaks 
to my particular need for mothering more than 
anything else. There have been plenty of men who 
have been a part of my 
circle, nudging, nurturing 


and sharing in the joy ministries were for building up the spiritual 
of spiritual discovery. and the Society: directing an 
But it began with the 


women, those wonderful, 
wonderful women who 
remain my friends today, 
the ones who served as 
elders and mentors to the 


of God, to the Inward Christ, the Lathe 
the Guide, the one true Priest and 

understood that any member of the meeting might be called to 

some part of this service, but that some were specifically led 


Junior Friends when I first encountered Quakers. 


And it has continued—I have taken my own place 
in that line, serving as an advisor for the Junior 
Friends a few years ago. The friendships I formed 
with some of those young women (and men) are 
incredibly sustaining and powerful for me. And just 
as I have offered wisdom and support and guidance 
to them, so they have eldered and mentored me; 
those spiritual mentors Patricia Loring mentions can 
be found absolutely everywhere. How many times 
do we have to hear of Jesus’ friendship with Mary 
Magdalene or the actions of the Good Samaritan 
before we finally understand that each of us can 

be chosen, each of us has the potential to carry the 
important message? 


A few months ago I attended Meeting for Worship 
at a meeting not my own, and was surprised to find 
one of these former Junior Friends in attendance, 
one I had (successfully) encouraged to participate in 
a Quaker Youth Pilgrimage. She offered insightful 
vocal ministry that not only spoke directly to my 
condition, but also filled me with joy knowing that 

I had played a role in the spiritual growth of this 
gifted, passionate person. 


When I step back a moment and regard the tapestry 
of my life, its complexity and richness takes my 
breath away. What a beautiful thing, a life in which 

I draw friends, mentors and elders from the full 
spectrum of life experience. I am humbled by it— 
strange to say, perhaps, that Iam humbled by the 
beauty of my own life. But I know that so many hands 
other than mine have guided the shuttle that shapes 
this tapestry. And I am so grateful to know that truth. 


“As meetings became settled, elders performed a variety of 
functions, according to their gifts and rastatd bo" [A]ll gifts and 
e 


of the meetin: 

re-directing veonis to the Spiri 
the Inward Teacher, 

hepherd. It was clearly 


by the Spirit at any given time.” 
Patricia Loring 
from Listening Spirituality, Vol. II, 1999 
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AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE NAMES SHAN CRETIN 
AS NEXT GENERAL SECRETARY 


PHILADELPHIA (June 15, 2010) — The American 
Friends Service Committee (AFSC), today announced 
that Shan Cretin will be its next General Secretary. 
Shan will assume her duties this September. 


In making the announcement, the Board of 
Directors expressed its unanimous approval of the 
appointment, stating their confidence in her “gifts of 
leadership, flexibility and strategic grasp.” 


“I am excited and honored by the opportunity 

to serve AFSC’s dedicated staff and committed 
volunteers,” Shan says. “Since 1917, the Service 
Committee’s worldwide programs have been a source 
of optimism and hope for communities beset by war, 
poverty, exploitation and discrimination. In today’s 
world, the Service Committee’s distinctive approach, 
firmly rooted in the powerful tradition of nonviolent 
social change, is needed as much as ever before.” 


Before this appointment, Shan served as Director of 
the AFSC’s Pacific Southwest Region for seven years, 


responsible for programs in Southern California, 
Hawai'i, Arizona, and New Mexico. Those programs 
focus on several key social issues, including 
immigrants’ rights, prison reform, food security, 
peace, and demilitarization. 


A member of the Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers), Shan is a former clerk of Pacific Yearly 
Meeting. She co-founded the Los Angeles chapter of 
Alternatives to Violence Project and has facilitated 
conflict resolution workshops at the Chino Youth 
Correctional Facility and in the Los Angeles 
community. She also serves on the board of directors 
of The California Endowment. 


Although Los Angeles has been her home since 1975, 
Shan has lived, worked and traveled throughout 

the United States and many locations in Africa, 

Asia, Europe, the Middle East, Latin America, and 
Canada. A graduate of MIT and Yale, Shan served 
on the faculties of numerous universities around the 
world. 


orture 


It Continues. 


Help End It. Come To: 
A Quaker Conference on Torture. 


Sept. 24-26 2010 - Quaker Center, CA 
Details & Registration: 


www.quit-torture-now.org 
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Early Friends and San Francisco Monthly Meeting 


by Bruce Folsom 


Bruce Folsom is the historian and archivist for San Francisco Monthly Meeting, one of the earliest-established 
meetings on the West Coast. He has compiled a thorough history of the Meeting; these excerpts focus on Friends 
in the earliest years of the Meeting. It’s interesting to read of the lives of “everyday” Quakers of the time! 


lhe first record we have of a Friends’ meeting in 

San Francisco comes from the May 1914 minutes 
of College Park Association of Friends (CPAF) which 
state that James Bean, at age 92, read a short history 
he had written which noted that the first Friends 
meeting in California was in San Francisco in 1850. 
The first documented meeting for worship in San 
Francisco was held on July 17, 1859. 


While we have little precise information, it is 
generally agreed that the Gold Rush brought some of 
the earliest Friends to California. We know that the 
Quaker Island of Nantucket fell on hard times after 
the War of 1812, and when the discovery of gold in 
California was announced, large numbers of young 
Quaker men sailed from Nantucket to California. 
We have passenger lists of several ships from 
Nantucket who arrived in 1849, and they contain 
many historical Quaker names: Coffins, Starbucks, 
Folgers, and Macys among others. As the dream of 
gold evaporated, many left California again. Sheldon 
G. Jackson, editor of the Lindsey Journal states: "By 
1859 the number of Friends remaining in California 
had dwindled to about 250..." 


Those early-arriving Friends turned up in the pages 
of the local newspapers. The San Francisco Directory 
of 1854 lists Quaker William Sherman as a merchant, 
on Clay and Montgomery. A newspaper ad in 

1867 announced that Wm. Sherman & Co. moved 
their stock of clothing from Sansome St. to 608 
Montgomery St., north of Clay. In 1872 a notice in 
the SF Chronicle noted that William Sherman, owner 
of building on the corner of Clay & Montgomery, 
"from the City Restaurant on Clay street around to 
Sherman's clothing store on Montgomery street," 
intended to raze them to the ground and rebuild a 
new brick structure. 


We also know that in 1859 Sherman owned a ranch 
in the East Bay, and gave a tour to the Lindseys, 


Quakers from England who visited San Francisco 
several times. In 1860, on two occasions he hosted 
a small meeting for worship (10 or 11 persons) in 
his San Francisco room, attended by the Robert and 
Sarah Lindsey. 


The Lindseys, Robert and Sarah, were ministers 
from England, traveling widely with a minute from 
their home Meeting. In the later trips of Robert 
Lindsey he was accompanied by his wife Sarah, an 
astute observer and articulate writer, who left five 
volumes of travel journals. From 1859 to 1860 the 
Lindseys were in California, based in San Francisco. 
Sarah Lindsey's Journal is currently the most 
important published document regarding early 
California Friends. 


The Lindsey's goal was to meet with every Friend 
they could find, and encourage them in their faith. 
An article in the Sacramento Daily Union on July 18, 
1859 quoted from the Philadelphia Friends’ Review, 
saying that the Lindseys "desire to be informed of 
the names and places of residence of every member 
of the Society, and of those who are or have been 
connected with it, and now residing in California, 
Oregon, and parts adjacent." Sarah's notes of these 
travels are delightful to read, and an important 
chronicle of early California Quakerism. 


We also know of the brothers John and Thomas 
Bevan from England, who established a drug store 

in San Francisco. An ad in the Daily Alta California 
of May 9, 1851 stated that the store offered leeches, 
carbonate ammonia, tartaric acid, and "a general 
assortment of drugs and medicines," and was located 
on Broadway between Stockton and Powell. The day 
after the arrival of the Lindseys, they stayed at the 
home of Thomas Bevan, probably in his "good brick 
house in the suburbs." 


No discussion of early San Francisco Quakers would 
be complete without mention of Sarah Pearson, a 
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thorn in the side of her namesake. We know her only 
through the eyes of Sarah Lindsey, whose Journal 
records the disruptions that Pearson, a "Hicksite" 
made in meeting for worship. After the large meeting 
for worship at the Town Hall on July 31, Lindsey 
wrote: 


"After supplicating, your dear Father was engaged at 
some length in the ministry, & before he concluded, 
I raised my eyes, & saw Sarah Pearson (whom I have 
previously mentioned as having been connected 
with the Hicksites) standing up. A man who was 
seated by her, endeavoured to restrain her, but she 
commenced speaking by referring to the Scripture 
precept: "If anything is revealed to another that 
sitteth by, let the first hold his peace." She was 
proceeding to say more but the man beside her, 
prevailed in getting her to sit down. When Father 
had concluded, she arose almost immediately, and 
in a very excited manner with much gesture, gave us 
some account of her feelings & religious experience, 
which seemed rather in opposition to something 
that had previously been said." 


It is clear that Friends in San Francisco (and in 
much of California) come from widely differing 
backgrounds, socio-economically as well as 
theologically. 


Another Friend who exhibited leadership in San 
Francisco is Christy Davis, a native of Ireland who 
probably came to San Francisco in the 1870s, as a 
businessman dealing in wool. He was also dedicated 
to Friends’ ways. The statement prepared following 
his death and read at College Park Association of 
Friends on November 1, 1902 said: 


“When business drew Christy Davis to San Francisco 
years ago, being far removed from the meetings 

and privileges of his own Society, he did not shrink 
from the responsibility of holding a Friends Meeting 
in that city, in company with a few others. He was 

so thoroughly imbued with Friends’ idea of the 
possibility of a true worship in silence, that he never 
seemed anxious about the presence of a preacher or 
of vocal service, though always ready to welcome the 
visits of Gospel Messengers.” 


While other Meetings in the area flourished, San 
Francisco Meeting floundered in the early 1900’s, 
perhaps because of the loss of a number of leaders in 
the late 1800s. Friends in San Francisco were unable 
to organize themselves again for over thirty years. 


For Bruce’s full account of the 150-year history 
of San Francisco Meeting, please email him at 
bruceames2 @att.net. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


White as snow that shuns you, 
gleaming, fog for a hat, 

bridges for arms, 

ferryboats nuzzling your skirts, 
cable cars tickling your belly, 

you recline sensually on your hills, 


stretched out for all to see. 


The sun was made to ride above you, 
redefining what light can do 
to lift the spirits and make us 
think as God might: watch Me 
combine sky, water, land 

and human design in ways 

so perfect as to 

make these doubting mortals 


believe in Me again. 


Yet your fatal flaw moves me more: 
you loll, sleep and dream 

while all the while tectonic stresses 
ramp up like tightening screws 
beneath you. The earth is 

not your friend, and, as it 

has done before, one day will 

slide and grate like a bad machine, 


bringing you down in dust and fire. 


And that’s why I love you: 
your wiles and charms poised 
stubbornly above disaster; 
your blithe courage 


and magnificent denial. 


David Beckman 
Redwood Forest Friends Meeting 
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Ges SCHWENKE IS A MANY-FACETED PERSON: SHE IS A TRANSSEXUAL WOMAN, PARENT, AND SPOUSE, 
AS WELL AS A LONGTIME QUAKER, AN ETHICIST, AND AN EXPERT IN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE °ELDS OF GENDER, GOVERNANCE, PEACE-BUILDING, AND HUMAN RIGHTS. SHE LIVED AND WORKED 


i ote ial 
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IN AFRICA FOR | 4 YEARS, AND HAS CARRIED OUT PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS IN 34 DEVELOPING AND TRANSITIONAL COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE. CHLOE 
HAS PUBLISHED EXTENSIVELY ON TOPICS OF TRANSGENDER PEOPLE AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, ON MORAL VALUES IN INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, AND ON LEADERSHIP AND INTEGRITY. IN ADDITION TO HER WORK AS A DEVELOPMENT PRACTITIONER, SHE HAS SERVED FOR TEN 
YEARS AS AN ADJUNCT PROFESSOR AT JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND. SHE WAS ALSO 
A FULBRIGHT PROFESSOR AT MAKERERE UNIVERSITY IN KAMPALA, UGANDA FROM 2005-6. 

JACOB STONE, CO-DIRECTOR OF BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER, CONDUCTED THIS INTERVIEW WITH CHLOE VIA EMAIL ON BEHALF OF WF. SHE WILL 
BE VISITING QUAKER CENTER IN SEPTEMBER TO LEAD A PROGRAM ON GENDER. 


Q. HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A FRIEND? WHICH MEETING DO 
YOU ATTEND? WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO FRIENDS? 


My first exposure to the Religious Society of Friends 
was during the Vietnam War era, when I was 
constantly under threat of being drafted. I was very 
moved by the witness of Quakers against that war 
and for peace, and their rich way of presenting peace 
as so much more than the absence of war. Many 
years later I met a Quaker woman who actually 
invited me to Friends Meeting of Washington, where 
I was immediately in my element. I first became a 
member in 1989 when I was living in London and 
worshipping with Westminster Friends; I’ve since 
been a member at Langley Hill Friends Meeting in 
Virginia (BYM), Durban Friends Meeting in South 
Africa (CSAYM), and now at Adelphi Meeting in 
Maryland (BYM). 


Q. WHAT DOES GENDER MEAN TO YOU? HOW DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GENDER AND SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION? 


My favorite “gender question” response was by the 
Welsh historian and writer, Jan Morris; I won’t even 
attempt to do better. Jan was a transsexual in the 
early days of that term; she transitioned from male 
to female and had sexual reassignment surgery in 
1972: 

“To me gender is not physical at all, but is 

altogether insubstantial. It is soul, perhaps, it is 

talent, it is taste, it is environment, it is how one 


feels, it is light and shade, it is inner music, it is a 
spring in one’s step or an exchange of glances, it 
is more truly life and love than any combination 
of genitals, ovaries, and hormones. It is the 
essentialness of oneself, the psyche, the fragment 
of unity. Male and female are sex, masculine and 
feminine are gender, and though the conceptions 
overlap, they are far from synonymous.” 


As for sexual orientation, this is quite different in 
sense and in feel — not so much about who you 

are, but about who you are attracted to. Many 
transsexuals do not change their sexual orientation 
when they transition from one gender to another; I 
went from being a “heterosexual male” to a “lesbian 
female” in the eyes of the world, even if my mind and 
spirit have remain unchanged since birth. 


Q. How DID YOU EXPERIENCE YOUR GENDER AS A CHILD? 


My early awareness of gender was one of confusion, 
as I tried to express myself in ways that seemed 
authentic, only to be strictly channeled into all things 
“boy”. I grew up in a traditional military family, 

and there was little room for reinterpreting what 
masculine might mean. 


At the age of 7 I asked for a toy ironing board and 
kitchen set, which my parents agreed to. I still have 
the 8mm film of a very happy me, ironing away. The 
next year I told my dad (a colonel in the Marines) 
that I wanted a ballerina costume, and tolerance 
gave way to a firmly “directed” socialization which 
later included two years at a military boarding 
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school. I experienced my authentic gender only in 
glimpses, and in labels such as “the sensitive boy” 
and the “introspective boy”. I had mostly girls as 
friends, and could hold my end of a teenage girl chat 
over the phone with the best of them, but this did not 


go without critical notice. Again and again, I ran into . 


unrelenting pressure to “be a man”, and barriers that 
would not yield. 


Q. How DID YOU FIRST REALIZE THAT SOMETHING DIDN'T FIT? 


There was no early moment of clarity that could be 
described as transgender enlightenment. Instead, 

it might be described as a pattern of coming into 

an awareness of more and more uncomfortable 
edges in my male existence, and progressively fewer 
experiences of wholeness. I knew quite clearly from 
the age of seven that I was “different”, and from 

that age my awareness of that uncomfortable (and 
ultimately unbearable) sensation that I now know as 
“gender dissonance” gradually grew and grew over 
decades. In time, I felt quite hollowed out by this, 
living a less and less authentic life, until that life was 
no longer sustainable. 


Q. How DOES IT FEEL NOW THAT YOU ARE DONE WITH SEXUAL 
REASSIGNMENT SURGERY? 


Being “done” is a funny way to think of a gender 
transition! After all, many transgender people 

never elect (or can never afford) to have sexual 
reassignment surgery, and others feel quite 
comfortable in that androgynous space between 
gender polarities. For me, the path was unambiguous 
— I knew myself to be firmly at the female end of 

the gender spectrum, and bringing my body into 
alignment with that awareness has been close to a 
feeling of reincarnation. 


Since my surgery last year, each day is indescribably 
more centered and spiritually grounded, now that 

I am wholly free from the constant hurt and deep 
discomfort that comes with bearing that artificial 
male persona. Still, I will never be able to reclaim a 
lost girlhood, never experience teenage female angst, 
and never feel wildly pretty in a young woman’s 
skimpy dress. In that sense, gender transition is 
never “done”; I always have to live with my personal 
narrative of gender dissonance, of a past that in 
many important ways did not belong to me. 


Q. WHAT'S YOUR EXPERIENCE OF BEING TRANSGENDERED AMONG 
FRIENDS? HOW HAS YOUR MEETING RESPONDED TO YOU? How 
HAVE FRIENDS BEYOND YOUR MEETING SUPPORTED YOU IN THIS 
JOURNEY? HOW HAVE FRIENDS DISAPPOINTED YOU IN THIS 
JOURNEY? 
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Friends, once they find out that I am a transsexual 
(it isn’t obvious), react in a wide variety of 
ways. Generally, Friends have been supportive. 
Specifically, our meeting — Adelphi Monthly Meeting 
of Baltimore Yearly Meeting — went out of its way to 
carefully work with my wife and me to create a safe, 
caring, and understanding space within the meeting 
CE PE A EE 
I am an ethicist by profession. At the center 
of my teaching and work is the testimony of 
integrity. For years that testimony rang false, as 
I exhorted my students to a respect for integrity 
while personally living a fundamentally false 
existence. Finally being whole in my body, mind, 
and spirit feels like a rebirth, as a heavy and 
ultimately crushing burden has now forever gone. 
i a a SE ee ee 
community to receive us once I did come out. Toa 
very large extent, that was successful. There were a 
few Friends who questioned why I could not express 
my femininity in some aspects of my life without 
having to actually become a woman, but once it was 
explained to them (by others, in most cases) that 
being a woman was not an “aspect” but was and is at 
the heart of who I am, they seemed to understand, 
or at least accept. A few men in our meeting remain 
uncomfortable around me, but fewer all the time. In 
fact, the meeting has largely just moved on with the 
life of the meeting, leaving me the space to be the 
woman I know I am, and accepting me wholly as that 
woman. 


Among the most moving and certainly the most 
Spiritually grounded Quaker embraces came from 
the 2010 midwinter gathering of the group known 

as Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
and Queer Concerns (FLGBTQC). I felt so completely 
accepted, respected, and cared for by these Friends, 
and still do. 


Q. YOU HAVE BEEN VERY PUBLIC ABOUT YOUR JOURNEY AS A 
TRANSGENDER WOMAN. TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU SEE THIS AS A 
MINISTRY AMONG FRIENDS? AMONG OTHERS? 


In addition to working in international development, 
I am an ethicist by profession. At the center of my 
teaching and work is the testimony of integrity. For 
years that testimony rang false, as I exhorted my 
students to a respect for integrity while personally 
living a fundamentally false existence. Finally being 
whole in my body, mind, and spirit feels like a 
rebirth, as a heavy and ultimately crushing burden 


has now forever gone. 
continued next page 
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The joy that comes with that rebirth leads me to would have neglected to reach out to my wife 
share my own strange and difficult journey across and two children. Their stories are important, 

the gender barrier as a personal, spiritual narrative and the constancy of their love for me is a light 

of joy and opportunity. It has led me — through that shines very brightly indeed, but it is not for 
careful testing by a Quaker clearness committee — me to describe their stories. I will say that we 

to a new life of service, working with transgender remain a committed, loving family, and the initial 
people in the poorest countries in the world. These awkwardness of our family’s change to two moms 


transgender people are among the most beleaguered, has given way to a normal routine, differentiated 
neglected, and misunderstood people on earth,and = mostly — and importantly — by no longer having a 


the new non-profit organization — Trans~Dignity deeply depressed, inwardly imploding parent. My joy 
— that I am now setting up will bring much-needed in life is uplifting, and while it doesn’t negate their 
services and opportunities to them, as way opens continuing grief in losing a husband and a father, it 
and funding is found. does offer them some new and special spiritual gifts, 
Q. YOU ARE MARRIED AND HAVE TWO TEENAGE CHILDREN. which they are lovingly open to receiving. 

TO THE EXTENT THAT YOU WANT TO SHARE THIS PERSONAL Chloe will be leading a workshop titled, “Gender, 
INFORMATION, HOW HAS YOUR FAMILY RESPONDED TO YOUR the Search for Self, and the Search for Acceptance” 
TRANSGENDER STATUS? at Ben Lomond Quaker Center September 10-12. 


Call (831) 336-8333 or mail@quakercenter.org for 


My gender transition is also my family’s separate oreaonnet atone ae 


but equally challenging transition, although I get 
nearly all the attention. If Adelphi Meeting had 
not exercised such care, it’s likely even Quakers 


Investment Services 


e Consolidated Fund 

e Separately Managed Investments 

e Trusteeships 

e Pooled Life Income Common Fund 


Learn more about our diversified, all-in-one investment soludons a 
215-241-7272 * w.fri uci y.org 1650 Arch Street, ae 190- 
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Solidarity 
Hospitality: 


by Nicholas Wright and Jill Anderson 


n its Jubilee anniversary in 2006, the 

Casa de los Amigos, a Quaker Center for 
Peace and International Understanding in 
Mexico City, rededicated itself to its founding 
mission of doing the work of Friends in 
Mexico. The Casa presented several new peace 


Holly Storck-Post 


The Omidzavehs, an Iranian refugee family 
that stayed at the Casa for two months. 


II 


Jill Anderson 


A family of Haitian earthquake refugees 
relaxing in the Casa de los Amigos kitchen 


programs. Since then the “Solidarity Lodging” program-- 
partnering with other organizations to house migrants and 
refugees--has become a significant contribution in Mexico 
City. It is a daily service that relies on the Casa’s strengths: 
a Quaker guest house, a community environment, and 
amazing volunteers. 


Four years later, the Casa received a clear validation of 
these strengths: in October 2009 the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees in Mexico approached the Casa 
with a proposal to permanently reserve space for refugees. 
The powerful, collective experience of almost 100 refugees, 
migrants, asylum-seekers and human trafficking victims 
had become well-known throughout the migrant and 
refugee rights community. 


Quakers in Mexico have long held a concern for migrants 
and refugees. In the 1930s, Friends in Mexico City formed 
a loan program to help Spanish Civil War refugees start 
small businesses. During the 1980s, the Casa de los Amigos 
aided, advised and housed thousands of Central American 
refugees fleeing war and violence. The Casa continues to 

be uniquely positioned to respond to critical migration and 
refugee concerns of the day. 


Mexico, Migrants and Refugees 


Mexico is the world’s most prolific expeller of emigrants 
and a leading nation in circular and return migration. It 

is a destination country for tens of thousands: Mexico’s 
liberal, celebrated refugee policy makes it a haven for those 
fleeing war and violence; and for many so-called “economic 


continued next page 
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migrants,” Mexico is the rich country to the north. 


Mexico is also the busiest migration transit corridor 


in the world. Each day about 1,000 people, mostly 
Central Americans, pass through the southeast 
region on their way to points north. The vast 
majority left home to find work, and are not legally 
considered refugees. 


Migrants here are off the radar; this migration is not 


seen as a pressing, mainstream issue. Despite the 
fact that Mexican migration to the United States is 
a central part of the national mythology, migrants 
inside Mexico are invisible. They ride the freight 
trains, hidden from the public eye. They are prey to 


Join the Casa Community! 
The Solidarity Lodging program is just one part of the 


peacework of the Casa. You can learn more and get in 


touch with us at www.casadelosamigos.org. 


The people who stay here, live here, and work here make 
the Casa a home. The Casa is open to all. Get involved: 
Visit the Casa, support a Casa volunteer, or consider 


participating in the Casa’s incredible volunteer program. 


Volunteers are the heart and soul of the Casa de los 
Amigos. The Casa volunteer program offers a wide array 
of opportunities for individuals to contribute to the 
work of the Casa; detailed descriptions are available on 
the website. Those who are fluent in Spanish and able 

to commit between six months to a year of service are 
especially well-suited to volunteering with us, but there 


are many other options. 


If you are coming to Mexico City, please let us know, 
stop by to visit, or consider staying in our comfortable 


guesthouse. Reservations are strongly recommended. 


The Casa is an independent, Mexican non-profit 
organization. We are able to receive tax-deductible 
donations from the US, thanks to the help of Orange 
Grove Monthly Meeting. You may make contributions 


on our website using PayPal, or mail a check made out to 


Orange Grove MM to the following address: 


Casa de los Amigos, A.C 

c/o Orange Grove Monthly Meeting 
520 East Orange Grove Blvd. 
Pasadena, CA 91104 


Please note “Casa de los Amigos” on the check. 


Email loquepasaenlacasa @ gmail.com to get on our 
weekly email update, or become a Casa contact to share 


news and updates with your Meeting. 
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violence, accidents, extortion from corrupt authorities 
and increasingly, kidnapping, which is often 


Mexico's liberal, celebrated refugee policy makes 
it a haven for those fleeing war and violence; 
and for many so-called “economic migrants,” 


Mexico is the rich country to the north. 


controlled by organized crime. Before many migrants 
even get near the US-Mexico border to face the 
challenges there, they risk everything in Mexico. The 
desperation of the hemisphere is concentrated here. 


In the Casa’s peace-guesthouse, there are always 
recently recognized refugees and those who are 
awaiting a response to their asylum petition to the 
Mexican government. This year alone, we have 
housed 52 people through the Solidarity Lodging 
program from Argentina, Brazil, Cameroon, 
Colombia, the Congo, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Guinea-Bissau and Guinea-Conakry, Haiti, ~ 
Honduras, Iran, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Sri Lanka 
and Zimbabwe. Like the rest of our guests in the 
Casa’s social justice oriented guesthouse, they 
participate in the Casa’s rich community life, love 
being here, and feel the transformative power of this 
amazing place. 


Migration and the Casa 


Liselot Petry is a Young Friend from Germany who, 
after a year with Peace Brigades International in 
Mexico, became a Casa volunteer. She works full- 
time at the Casa on the Hospitality and Migration 
Programs. “Living and working with refugees and 
migrants at the Casa is one of the most enriching and 
rewarding experiences I have had,” says Liselot. “For 
many, the journey to the Casa started with leaving 
behind their homes, their families and friends; 
through struggle, trauma and fear, to arrive in a 
completely different place in which they don’t know 
anyone, where they have to start from zero, having 
nothing or very little. The Casa offers these people a 
place to stay for a while, to find some stability that 
enables them to keep going. They enrich this place so 
much with their presence.” 


Manuel, from Colombia, said that it was very hard 
to leave home, but when his father was killed he had 
only hours to get ready. “I wasn’t prepared to leave 
at all...but my life was in danger, and I had to go. It 
took me ten months to get to Mexico, and I was in 
the detention center another two months.” While he 
was at the Casa, Manuel saw others arrive from the 
detention center in various states of distress. He was 
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nervous, but there was another Colombian refugee 
here already, and a Nigerian man that he had met in 
the detention center. “For me, it was wonderful here 
from the day I arrived.” Manuel stayed here for five 
weeks. On the day he moved out to an apartment 
nearby, he told us, “It feels strange now to be 
leaving here, there won’t be anyone to talk with in 
the evenings...but, little by little. Everyone here was 
great. I don’t want to leave the Casa, really. But we 
have to move on and make space here for others who 
might be in the same state of need.” 


they might be suspicious, traumatized, or completely 
silent. It is satisfying work too...helping somebody 
make a phone call, use a computer, translating for 
someone, being present, these things can be a huge 
deal to people who are basically in a long, traumatic 
ordeal. We’ve seen people get in touch with their 
families when they didn’t know if they were dead or 
alive, and vice-versa, we’ve seen that several times 
actually. We also love it when people who stayed 
here come back to visit. Having started their lives in 
Mexico City, the Casa de los Amigos is a special place 
for them.” 


Helping somebody make a phone call, use a computer, Enlightening truths unfolded during the 


i translating for someone, being present, these things 


can be a huge deal to people who are basically ina 


Casa’s process of discernment that began 
five years ago. Time and again the Casa 


long, traumatic ordeal. We've seen people get in touch led us to its proven assets—our willing, 


with their families when they didn't know if they were 


dead or alive, and vice-versa.” 


For the Omidzavehs, an Iranian family of five, their 
arrival was quite different. They arrived at the Casa 
frightened, angry, exhausted and desperate after 
months in the detention center. All of Mexico has 
only one Farsi-Spanish interpreter, and she was 

not available. Over the two months they were at the 
Casa, they very slowly came to feel safe and to relax, 
to open up and trust others, and to play and laugh. 
When they left the Casa it was very hard for them 
and for everyone here. After living across town for 
six months, they recently moved to an apartment 

a block away to be close to the Casa de los Amigos 
and in the neighborhood they 

know. Like thousands of Iranians, , 
they are reformists who had to : 
leave Iran due to the violence 
following contested elections in 
the summer of 2009. We have 
housed nine Iranians, and the 
Casa has become the principal 
meeting point for Mexico’s small 
Iranian exile community. 


Clay Boggs, a member of Berea 
Monthly Meeting in Kentucky, 
is the coordinator of the Casa’s 
peace programs. “It’s very 
challenging work, and it is very 
satisfying work,” he says. “It is 
challenging because sometimes 
people come and they have a 

lot of needs, they may really 
stressed, especially upon arrival, 


welcoming community, the fantastic 
volunteers who just keeping turning up, and 
our amazing space in the middle of Mexico 
City. Our work experience has taught us repeatedly 
to cultivate and plant in this fertile soil. Today the 
Casa is known not only as a living, visible example 
of Quaker witness in the middle of a very big city but 
also for its critical humanitarian work. The Casa is 

a constructive member of Mexican civil society, and 
also offers an experience to all that makes plain the 
rippling power of acts of conscience. 


Nicholas Wright and Jill Anderson are the co- 
directors of Casa de los Amigos. Many Friends met 
them at IMYM this year, and many more will have 
a chance to meet them at PYM’s Annual Sessions. 


Jill Anderson 


Dinner at the Casa, with Giovanni, Sam, Nita, Holly and Cleophas. 
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Traveling o ot lhe 


i 
IN THE SPIRIT OF JOHN: WOOLMAN 3 re 


Po dai 


“Having been some time under a miMe concern to prepare for crossing 


the seas in order to visit Friends in the northern parts of England, and more 


particularly in Yorkshire, after weighty consideration I thought it expedient to 


inform Friends at our monthly meeting at Burlington of it, who, having unity 


with me therein, gave me a certificate. And I afterwards communicated the same 


BY to our quarterly meeting, and they likewise certified their concurrence. Some time 


ANTHONY 
MANOUSOS 


after, at the General Spring Meeting of Ministers and Elders, I thought it my 
duty to acquaint them with the religious exercise which attended my mind, with 


which they likewise signified their unity by a certificate, dated the 24th of third 
month, ATED, directed to Friends in Great Britain.” 


Ae to Friends General Conference’s 
raveling ministries website, “Traveling ministry 
was an intrinsic part of the Religious Society of 
Friends from early times until recent history.” It 

has long been a custom of Friends to seek a travel 
minute (what Woolman calls a “certificate”) from 
their Meeting when they feel a leading to travel in 
the ministry under the weight of a religious concern. 


I followed this custom when I felt led to go to 
Australia to attend the Parliament of the World’s 
Religions and Australia Yearly Meeting in December, 
2009. I first went to my monthly meeting to seek 
their discernment. After prayerful discussion, Santa 
Monica Friends united with my concern, and our 
clerk wrote a travel minute affirming my call to this 
ministry. I then brought my concern to Southern 
California Quarterly Meeting (SCQM) where it was 
considered and another traveling minute approved. 
SCQM’s minute read: “We support Anthony’s effort 
to encourage Quaker involvement in the interfaith 
movement to promote peace, justice, and deeper 
spiritual understanding—what Douglas Steere called 
‘mutual irradiation.” 


It’s nice to have such certification, but it also takes a 
lot of time and trouble. So the question arises: why 
bother? Why seek the support of Meeting when you 
have a concern? 


As I understand it, the goal of our work and our life 
together as Friends is twofold: first, to empower each 


—John Woolman 


of us to follow the way or the will of the Divine (as 
we understand it, to the best of our limited ability); 
and second, to build a community of faith based on 
mutual love and respect. By going to our Meeting 
for its discernment, we show respect by seeking its 
advice and wisdom. By sharing out concern with our 
Meeting, we also give it an opportunity to provide its 
loving support and to be part of this Divine leading. 
This can be a ae blessing for all concerned. 
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Sometimes it becomes clear, however, that our 
concern is not shared by the Meeting, at least not at 
first. This can be a painful experience, but it can also 
be very helpful. It may mean we need to reconsider 
(or as we Friends say, “season”) our concern, or 
pursue it as an individual matter, apart from our 
Meeting. It might also mean we need to reflect more 
deeply on what is motivating us, and what is causing 
others to feel a reluctance to offer support. Are we 
too pushy, too self-righteous? Is there an element of 
ego or insensitivity in our pursuit of this concern? Is 
the time not yet ripe for moving forward? Resistance 
can be very instructive and can help us to see our 
concern in a new light, from another’s viewpoint. 


On the other hand, Meetings can be enthusiastic 
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about a leading and can offer support either in the 
form of prayer or of funding. My Meeting has a fund 
for sojourning Friends that has been enormously 
helpful when members of our Meeting have felt led 
to travel in the ministry. 


When Friends travel with a minute of support, the 
nature of the travel changes. We can’t help being 
aware that we are representing not only ourselves, 
but also those who have blessed us with their 
support. In my case, I had the blessing not only of 
my Monthly and Quarterly Meeting, but also of the 
Christian Interfaith Relations Committee of Friends 
General Conference and Quaker Earthcare Witness. 
All of these groups had minuted their support for my 
travels, so I felt obliged to do my best to represent 
them as best as I could. This was not as burdensome 
as it might seem. Their support reminded me that 

I was not alone, that I was surrounded by a “cloud 
of witnesses” who cared about me and the concern 

I was carrying. Remembering this helped me in 
difficult times when I felt lonely or just plain tired. 


It was customary for Friends traveling in the 
ministry to have a companion or elder travel with 
them. I can appreciate the wisdom and value of this 
custom after traveling for six weeks in a country with 
a culture and history quite different from what I am 
accustomed to. Not having a travel companion, I 

am grateful to Skype (the internet equivalent of the 
Holy Spirit) and to Friends in the United States who 
served as my elders and helped me through some 
challenging times. 


While traveling in Australia, I gave presentations at 
monthly meetings in Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, 
and Adelaide, where I attended Australia Yearly 
Meeting. Everywhere I went, I presented my travel 
minute and it was signed by a clerk. When I returned 
to the States, I shared these letters with Friends so 
they could feel connected with Friends in Australia. 


Those who would like to learn more about my travels 
to Australia and the Parliament of the World’s 
Religions can read my article “Hearing Each Other, 
Healing the Earth” at the Quaker Universalist 
website: http://www. universalistfriends.org/ufo51. 
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html#Manousos. Suffice to say, it was a profound 
and life-changing experience to go to the Parliament 
and spend a week among 6,500 spiritual leaders 
from every religion imaginable, and from around the 
world, many of whom share our Quaker values and 
concerns about peace, justice, and the environment. 
It was energizing to see that the interfaith movement 
is a global phenomenon with the potential for 
changing the religious culture of the world in 
significant ways. 


One of the crucial lessons of the 21st century is that if 
we don’t want the world to be dominated by religious 
fanatics and militarists, we must stand in solidarity 
with other people of faith concerned with justice and 
peace. That’s why I was pleased by FCNL’s recent 
epistle “Encouraging Quaker Engagement with 
American Muslims” (Nov. 2009, published in the 
Jan/Feb 2010 Newsletter). I would urge Friends to 
go further than this epistle recommends, however. 
We need to “stand together to practice equality and 
justice” not only with Muslims, but also with Bahais, 
Jews, Buddhists, Sihks, and others. This is what the 
interfaith movement is all about! 


I continue to feel led to travel in the ministry to 
share my concern about the interfaith movement. 
This summer I am visiting several Yearly Meetings 
and attending the Friends General Conference 
Gathering to give presentations. Because this 
concern is ongoing, I am bringing this concern to 
Pacific Yearly Meeting and asking for its support. 


Traveling in the ministry can be a deeply enriching 
experience for all concerned. I am indebted to 
Australian Friends for sharing their wisdom and 
insight with me as I did my best to share my concern 
with them. I resonate with the words of John 
Woolman who understood that when we travel in the 
ministry, we learn as well as teach: 


“A concern arose, that I might feel and understand 
their life and the Spirit they live in, if haply I might 
receive some instruction from them, or they be in 
any degree helped forward by my following the 
leadings of Truth amongst them.” 


It is my hope that I will continue to travel in the 
spirit of John Woolman, and that other Friends will 
feel led to do likewise. 


Friends General Conference has a traveling 
ministry program. Those who would like to learn 
more should visit http://www.fgcquaker.org/ 
traveling/home. Anthony Manousos is a member of 
Santa Monica Friends Meeting in California. 
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ELDERING AMONG 
EVANGELICAL FRIENDS 
by Becky Ankeny 


Newberg Friends Church, Newberg, Oregon 


lhe biblical basis for eldering is broad; a 

minimalist introduction to the topic is in 1 
Timothy 5:17, which talks about respecting elders 
who direct (rule) the church, particularly those 
involved in preaching and teaching. James 5:14-15, 
which advises those who are sick to call the elders 
in for prayer and promises that the prayer of faith 
will result in healing and forgiveness of sin. The 
passages speak to two significant functions of elders: 
the admonitory function and the nurturing function. 
Elders are responsible for carrying out the priorities 
of their worship communities and for bringing 
healing and forgiveness into the community. 


The Board of Elders 


In Northwest Yearly Meeting, we have elders for 
the local monthly meetings and elders for the yearly 
meeting. The elders are nominated in both cases by 


1 Timothy 5:17, NRSV 


Let the elders who rule well be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in preaching and teaching... 


the respective nominating committees and approved 
by the respective business meetings. 


Elders in my Yearly Meeting have qualifications 
that are purely temporal or practical: membership 
in the local meeting, regular participation in 
meetings for worship, and regular attendance at 
business meetings. These demonstrate a necessary 
commitment to the local community of worshipers. 
Elders also have spiritual qualifications, common 
to elders in both Northwest YM and North Pacific 
YM: commitment to personal spiritual growth, and 
commitment to care for the spiritual well-being of 
the meeting or community. 


Serving on a committee entrusted with eldering is 
one thing, but if you have the gifts, qualifications, 
and commitment, you are an elder regardless of your 
position on any committee. 
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ELDERS, MENTO 


THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST WON 


This June, approximately sixty women gathered for thi 
Seabeck, Washington. Participants hailed from Evangeli 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting, an unprogrammed, unc 
independent Friends church in Salem, Oregon that claims 
this year’s conference was “Walk With Me: Elders, Ment: 
paper in response to the theme; these papers 


I so appreciated hearing these two women share their wi 
we unprogrammed Friends may have to learn about eld 
tremendous value in simply naming a thing, even when th 


Responsibilities of Elders 

In Northwest YM, the Board of Elders at both 

local and yearly meeting levels is charged with a 
host of responsibilities: prayer; peacemaking and 
crisis intervention; accountability; discipline and 
restoration for moral failure in public ministers 
including pastors; and for the yearly meeting elders, 
assistance and support for local elders. 

The recording of public ministers in NWYM begins 
with local elders who identify spiritual gifts in public 
ministry, and recommend the ministers to the 
yearly meeting Board of Leadership Development; 
this board takes the minister through a two-year 
process of reading, being mentored, and exercising 


James 5: 14-15, NRSV 


Are any among you sick? They should call 
for the elders of the church and have them 
pray over them, anointing them with oil in 
the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will raise them. 


the gift. Then the Board of Leadership Development 
recommends the minister to the yearly meeting 


Eldering, continued pg. 18 
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S, AND FRIENDS 
N’S THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 


th Pacific Northwest Women’s Theological Conference in 
Friends International-affiliated Northwest Yearly Meeting, 
ated Yearly Meeting, and Freedom Friends Church, an 
zmbers from most of the branches of Friends. The theme for 
, and Friends. Each participant was asked to write a brief 
e shared via email in advance of the conference. 


om on eldering, and was particularly struck by how much 
ng from our more “churched” Friends. Sometimes there is 
hing” is an individual with wisdom and a centered presence! 


-Kathy Hyzy, Editor 


by Ann Stever 


University Friends Meeting 


INGes Pacific Yearly Meeting and most 
unprogrammed Friends don’t have committees 
of elders today, with the major exception of two 

of the Conservative Yearly Meetings and a few 
others. We do talk about eldering and about elders. 
However, for the most part we are unclear about 
what we mean! 


In University Meeting, we had a controversy over a 
nomination to our Worship & Ministry Committee. It 
pushed us to look at the meaning of “elder,” because 
our by-laws say: “This pastoral committee consists of 
elders of the Meeting...” We found one definition by 
Paul Lacey in The A to Z of Friends: 


“Today elders are the individuals responsible 

for nurturing the spiritual vitality of meeting for 
worship. Elders are charged with seeing to the 
good order of the meeting, with active discernment 
and encouragement of gifts of ministry among 
members, and with calling to order those who 
disrupt worship.” 
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After looking at a variety of sources, we developed 

a piece on attributes for members of Worship & 
Ministry and said that members of the committee 
should have a commitment to the responsibilities of 
“elderhood”: 


* on-going personal growth in the Spirit and 
excitement at the prospect of helping others grow; 


* refining the capacity to talk about spiritual matters, 
including the person’s own spiritual journey and 
encouraging others to share; 


* nurturing spiritual gifts of Meeting members; 


* developing and/or refining gifts and skills to talk 
with people who behave inappropriately in worship. 


* caring deeply about the spiritual life of the 
Meeting. 


These definitions highlight the two sides of eldering. 
They have to do with nurturing the spiritual life of 
the community and individuals, identifying and 
nurturing gifts of ministry AND upholding the good 
order of Friends, Friends traditions and practice, 
“calling people to order” or, if you will, disciplining. 


Elders in Community 


Elders have a role with the faith community as a 
whole, with individuals and ministers. We often 
think of ministers as those who give vocal ministry 
in worship. This is certainly an important part of the 
spiritual life of our Meetings and churches. However, 
there are other ministries, as Jan Wood said in Walk 
Worthy of Your Calling: 


“Ministries include social action, teaching and 
public speaking. These may be experienced as 
ministries arising directly from God’s leading even 
when not formally acknowledged as such. These 
ministries need the nurture and guidance of elders 
just as surely as traditional vocal ministry ever has.” 


The 1930 edition of New England Yearly Meeting’s 
Faith and Practice speaks about the importance of 
elders in the Meeting community: 


“It may be that we need first to recognize and affirm 
the elders among us so that our ministers will be 
rightly grounded and boldly offer their ministry. 

A minister alone is not sufficient to sustain the 
deepest life in our faith communities. We need 
Meetings that will nurture people’s relationship 

to God and hold them accountable for the right 
exercise of their gifts. The relationships among God, 
individuals and the faith community can release 
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Eldering, continued from page 16 


Board of Elders for approval. After that approval is 
gained, the elders recommend the candidate to the 
yearly meeting business meeting for final approval. 


Elders as Net-Menders: 
Admonishment and Nurturance 


The Bible speaks to those whose gifting includes the 
admonitory and nurturing functions of elders. The 
expectations include: 


discipleship—care for one’s own personal connection 
with God; 


humility—remember one’s own 
vulnerability to error and sin; 


obedience—commit oneself to obeying 
God’s word as revealed through the 
Spirit through conviction, through the 
community, through the Bible; 


love—caring about others enough to 

speak against destructive behavior and 

caring enough to encourage constructive behavior 
(in both cases speaking the truth in love); 


commitment to the community—loving the worship 
community enough to care for bringing it along to 
truth as a community. 


In Galatians 5, St. Paul lists the following as 
outcomes of the part of the self not given over to 
God: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envyings, 
drunkenness, carousings. These things do not 
characterize the heirs of God’s kingdom, so, of 
course, do not characterize elders. Instead, love, joy, 
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peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control characterize those 
wholeheartedly following God’s Spirit, and, of 
course, characterize elders. 


True elders can use their gifts to find the loving 
balance between admonishment and nurturing. What 
if when we see another person destroying either 
herself or others, we come alongside and say, “Does 
what you're doing make you happy? Does it bring you 
closer to God? How can I help carry the burden you 
are carrying that causes you to behave destructively?” 


True elders can use their gifts to find the loving balance 
between admonishment and nurturing. What if when 
we see another person destroying either herself or 
others, we come alongside and say, “Does what you’re 
doing make you happy? Does it bring you closer 

to God? How can | help carry the burden you are 
carrying that causes you to behave destructively?” 


Galatians 6 says that if another person is caught 

in any trespass, those who are spiritual should 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, looking 
to themselves lest they are likewise tempted. The 
Greek word translated “restore” here is translated 
elsewhere as “perfect” or “make perfect”; it also 
means “mend,” “complete,” or “set in order.” It is 
used in the gospels when the disciples are mending 
nets. A perfect analogy for the admonitory side of 
eldering is to see the task as one of mending so that 
the “net” is functioning as it was made to function. 


What if we look at others who are erring, straying, 
trespassing, sinning, destroying, as nets that need 
mending rather than fuel for 
burning? What if we actually 

_ follow the example of words 

_ of Jesus and Paul with regard 
to ourselves and others? Then 
_ elders will be tenderhearted 
and joyful in their work, our 
meetings will be places where 
people encourage each other 
to live up to the light that is in 
them, and we will speak truth 
' in love to our neighbors. 


| Becky is a professor of British 
_ Literature at George Fox 

_ University and a recorded 
minister in Northwest Yearly 
Meeting. 
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again the transforming power of God discovered by 
early Friends.” 


Eldering Today 


The role of the elder within the Friends community 
today is not only to nurture the spiritual life of 
individuals and the community, but also to be an 
example, to be steeped in Friends ways, to teach, to 
be “mothers and fathers of traditions.” It may mean 
helping Friends in monthly, quarterly or yearly 
meetings develop a clearer sense of our identity in 
terms of Faith & Practice. There is a continuous 
cycle here: elders help clarify our identity, but also 
need that clarity as a base for effective eldering. Fran 
Taber wrote that eldering is: 


“the term for the work of those (other than vocal 
ministers) who most embody the spiritual tradition, 
the Quaker understanding of spirituality, those 
who are most concerned with carrying it on and 
nurturing it in their meetings as a whole and in the 
members individually.” 


I have been particularly interested in the relationship 
of the minister and elder. An elder is one who 
believes in the calling of the minister, encourages 
and affirms that. The elder provides support and 
prayer. The elder also holds the minister accountable 
for faithfully responding to the call. Jan Hoffman 
described the relationship: 


“When a message is to be offered to a gathered 
people [whether in a Meeting for Worship or some 
other kind of gathering], there are two motions 
necessary to its faithful delivery. The first is the 
rising up of the message from deep within the 
speaker/minister. The second is the drawing out 
of that message by elders. These are people who 
nurture the place in the minister from which the 
message will arise and are attentive in preparing 
both the physical surroundings and the listening 
hearts in the attenders so that the minister’s 
message can be fully liberated.” 


Both roles depend on a very Quakerly assumption 
articulated by Thomas Brown. 


“Eldering, like ministry, assumes not only that the 
Holy Spirit is carefully and lovingly active among 
us, but also that we are capable both of clearly 
understanding its leadership and of communicating 
its admonitions to one another with authority.” 
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Being Eldered and Eldering 


It is good to be held accountable and eldered when 
straying — and good to be nurtured and eldered in 
order to identify and use ones gifts — to grow in the 
Spirit. 

When I was Regional Executive Secretary for the 
American Friends Service Committee in Seattle 

in the mid-1980s, I was heavily challenged about 
racism. A number of people of color met with me at 
a retreat and talked about the focus of the Central 
American program and the process to find a staff 
person. The issue at hand was whether the program 
should focus on the traditional peace constituency 
(white, middle-class) or a constituency that was 
primarily people of color. I was very defensive, as 

I had worked for many years on civil rights issues 
and had good connections with many communities 
of color. In fact, one of the strongest leaders of the 
group that was challenging me was a close friend. 


At one point I remember saying something to the 

effect that “but that isn’t important”. I cannot even 
remember what it was — but I finally understood that 
my blindness to what others thought was important 


was the racist element. There was a collective sigh 
of relief when I acknowledged that, and we began to 
work together towards what to do. 


What I want to hold up in this instance is a rule 

we use for eldering at University Meeting. You 
cannot effectively elder (in the sense of addressing 
inappropriate behavior) if you do not love the 
person. If that friend had not been in the group, if 
he had not stuck with me and had faith that I could 
eventually understand, I don’t think I could have 
done it. I had trust in him and knew that he cared for 
me and trusted me. While it was a very painful and 
difficult experience, I certainly learned at first hand 
why it is important to elder in love. I thank those 
friends for the life-long lesson to stop whenever I 
think to myself, “ That’s not important!” and put 
myself into the shoes of the person for whom it is 
important. 


It was also in the 1980s that Cilde Grover “eldered” 
me by recognizing and nurturing gifts I didn’t know 
I had. She was FWCC field staff at the time, and 


continued next page 
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asked me to co-lead an interest group at a regional 
gathering with Lon Fendall on peace work. Lon 
Fendall? I hadn’t met him, but I knew he was head 
of the Peace Center at George Fox, had worked for 
years with Senator Hatfield, and was a big deal 
Evangelical Friend! Scared me to death. But I knew 


I should do it, and it turned out OK. Cilde had faith 


that I could. 


More recently, I have discovered some gifts in doing 
the eldering. This is an area of growth for me, and it 
is still a pretty tender shoot. 


In 2004, Eden Grace, a member of New England 
Yearly Meeting, was Friend in Residence at North 
Pacific Yearly Meeting. I was on the committee that 
invited her and was to provide support. She asked 
us to be elders for her, and we had to ask what that 
meant and what she wanted us to do! 


She asked us to worship with her half an hour before 
the plenary session at which she was to speak. She 
asked us to be sure the sound system worked, that 
there was a glass of water available, and that, if 
possible, there would be flowers on the platform. 

No problem. She also asked us to sit behind her as 
she spoke, and to hold the center of the worship, to 
pray that she faithfully spoke the message she had 


been given and to pray that the listeners would hear 
the message that the Spirit intended. This felt very 
concrete and something we could do. 


Looking out at the people in the room, and knowing 
Friends in North Pacific Yearly Meeting, I could see 
many were uncomfortable with her Christ-centered 
language. After she spoke, we went into worship. 

I found myself praying that someone would say 
something like this: Eden — when you first started 
speaking, I was really put off by your language; but 
then, I really listened and greatly appreciated what 
you said. It felt like it was no more than 60 seconds 
when someone got up and gave something very close 
to that message. 


I was completely blown away. I spent a lot of time 
with Eden during the rest of that Annual Session, 
asking her about what it meant to be an elder, 
and wondered aloud to her if I was a baby elder. 
She assured me that I was probably more than 
that. It was incredibly liberating, because I was 
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an experienced Friend, but very rarely was moved 

to speak in worship. I felt that I was therefore 
somewhat lacking or “less than.” All of a sudden, it 
felt OK that I rarely ministered, because eldering was 
also a valuable contribution and I could do that! 


Quite soon thereafter, I was asked by a Friend to be 
her elder. We met regularly for a few years. During 


that time, I mostly listened, but also asked questions. 
During the time it was clear that her ministry was 
changing and evolving in ways that seemed like she 
was well led, following the promptings of the Spirit. 
Did I hold her accountable to her calling? I don’t 
know, but it felt authentic. I think I helped nurture 
her gifts. 


In my own Meeting I now try to hold the center of 
the worship and pray, as with Eden, that those who 
minister are faithful and that those who listen will 
hear. I picture my arms stretching all around the 
room and embracing everyone. It is a way of holding 
the center of the worship. It is a motion of love. 


I also know that I am seen as one who carries, 

with others, the history of our Meeting and a deep 
concern for Quaker process and practices. As a 
member of Nominating Committee, I love the 
process of identifying and nurturing gifts in others. 


Does all this make me an elder? It feels very 
awkward to self-identify that way. My Meeting 
doesn’t talk about, much less name, elders. I pray 


that we can take more steps to identify, name and 
nurture ministries and gifts, and more consciously 
recognize and acknowledge the calling of eldering. 
Who are the elders among us? What is it about these 
people that leads you to see them as such? I wonder 
if we as unprogrammed Friends might benefit from 
being more intentional about naming our elders. 


Ann is a longtime member of University Friends 
Meeting with gifts in eldering and leading clerking 
workshops. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Epistle from the 8th Pacific Northwest 
Women’s Theological Conference 


To Our Quaker Family, 


Surrounded by the waters and wildlife of Hood Canal 
and the snowy peaks of the Olympic Mountains, sixty 
women gathered in Seabeck, Washington from June 
16-20, 2010 for the eighth Pacific Northwest Quaker 
Women’s Theology Conference. Begun fifteen years 
ago to promote dialogue and build relationships 
among different Quaker traditions, this conference 
continues to be deeply Spirit led and enriches the 
lives of women who attend. 


Though we represent different backgrounds and 
branches of Quakerism, the lines between these 
seemed very thin and blurred. No one avoided 
talking about her home meeting or church, but our 
membership didn’t have as much weight as our 
personal experiences shared in love. Even as we 
attempted to be open and accepting, at times we 
misstepped and unintentionally hurt each other. 
Many of us felt broken open and left this conference 
changed. 


Through reflection papers we wrote, plenary 
sessions, home groups and discussion, we each 
connected personally with the theme, “Walk With 
Me: Mentors, Elders, and Friends.” Each plenary 
brought us back again and again to the awareness of 
the need for support and mentorship in our lives. We 
identified places in which we are being accompanied 
and are accompanying others and places where we 
feel the absence of that loving presence. Many of us 
made commitments to seek those relationships in 
our meetings, churches and beyond. 


Despite colds, more serious illnesses and concerns 
for the health of loved ones, we drew strength, 
support, and encouragement from one another. 
Many think of the Women’s Conference as a reunion 
and newcomers found they were welcomed into the 
family with open arms. 


In keeping with the testimony of community, we 
opened ourselves to another group, Interplay, also 
staying at the conference center. We described the 
kind of work that we each came to do, invited them 
to join us in worship, and likewise were invited 

to experience their ministry and we shared grace 
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together before meals. 


We celebrated the gifts of many through plenaries, 
workshops, singing and readings by several 
published authors. During one plenary session, 
several young adults shared personal experiences 
of their ministries in relation to the theme of the 
conference. We were thrilled to hear stories of 
women being supported and held sacredly in their 
ministry. However, we were deeply saddened to 
learn that some are not empowered or recognized 
in their ministries. We were thus reminded of the 
reality of sexism in the Society of Friends. Encircling 
the young adult women, we joined together in 
heartfelt prayer and were moved by its healing and 
supportive power. This experience deepened our 
worship and fellowship together. We challenged 
ourselves to be aware of internalized sexism, as well 
as the sexism in our churches and meetings, and to 
work toward true equality. 


During business meeting on Saturday, we reaffirmed 
the work of this body of women and our leading to 
continue meeting together as an intra-faith group. 
We look forward to the next opportunity to join in 
fellowship. 


FRIENDS HOUSE 


A Quaker-Inspired Elder Community 


Independent Living * Assisted Living 
Skilled Nursing 


684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 
(707) 538-0152 
www.friendshouse.org 


RCFE #496801929' SNF #010000123 COA #220 
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TELLING IT REAL: 

THE BEST OF PILGRIMAGE MAGAZINE 2003-2008 
EDITED BY PETER ANDERSON 

$19.95, SOFTCOVER 


REVIEWED BY IRIS GRAVILLE 


I’m always on the lookout for short, well-crafted 
stories, essays, and poems to inspire me before I sit 
down each day to worship or to write. And if they 
prompt tears, a chuckle, or a “hmmm...,” all the 
better. I’ve found such a treasure in Telling it Real. 


Although not explicitly Quaker or religious, this 
collection of “The Best of Pilgrimage Magazine 
2003-2008” will touch your soul and feed your 
spirit. Western Friend readers will resonate with the 
place- and spirit-centered voices in the book, since 
most of them call the West home. Additionally, the 
anthology’s editor, Peter Anderson, is a Quaker from 
Colorado (and a recent past member of the board of 
Western Friend). 


Friends will appreciate the kind of writing Anderson 
included in this collection of over sixty poems, 
essays, and short stories. “I’m convinced that the 
quality of writing I think of as soul happens best 
when a writer asks some good questions, is willing 
to follow them into the depths, and is not afraid to 
be still and listen for what comes,” he explains in the 
book’s introduction. Organized around themes of 
story, place, spirit, and witness, these pieces invite 
reflection and both soothe and stimulate, much like 
happens in Meeting for Worship or worship-sharing. 
And just like messages offered out of the silence 

of worship, if a particular one in this book doesn’t 
speak to you, it’s likely that one or more others will. 


If you are moved by what you find in Telling it Real, 
check out Pilgrimage Magazine, formerly edited by 
Anderson and now edited by Maria Melendez, also 
a Friend. Founded in 1976, Pilgrimage is a slender, 
beautifully-produced journal of “stories that matter 
and that invite inward and outward exploration.” 
Visit www.pilgrimagepress.org to learn more. 


Tris Graville is a member of Lopez Island (WA) 
Preparative Meeting and the author of Hands at 
Work—Portraits and Profiles of People Who Work 
with Their Hands (www.handsworking.com). 
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To Fly WITHOUT WINGS: POEMS 
By JUDY RAY 
$9.95, SOFTCOVER 


REVIEWED BY PHYLLIS HOGE 


Quaker poet Judy Ray’s new book, To Fly Without 
Wings, takes on a big order as it ranges over 
thousands of miles of Earth and covers eons of 
geologic time. But the book holds together. Ebernoe, 
the name of a place I’ve never heard of, appears 

on the page of the first poem, in the title of a poem 
midway through the first section, and again on 

a page three poems from the book’s end. Nearly 

a whole world comes between. In the same way, 

the abstract concept of Time informs the poetry, 
beginning with the living presence of the past and 
finishing today, now. Moreover, the entire design 

of the book can be read as a metaphor, since, in the 
penultimate poem, Ray writes that “metaphors...let 
us fly without wings.” She intimates that each poem, 
whatever its subject, “flies,” and in its flight serves as 
metaphor. 


I was grateful for the epigraphs which introduce each 
of the four sections of the book because they helped 
me grasp the unifying gist of each poem appearing 

in that particular assemblage. The first section 
begins by depicting how memory can give lively 
immediacy to the past, as the speaker goes (home) to 
the house where she grew up. (Ebernoe, I presume.) 
The unoccupied house, existing in the present, 
nevertheless calls out of the past vividly remembered 
sensations of sight and sound, taste, touch, and 
smell. The “empty rooms” “brimming” with the past 
make it clear that changes have happened over time, 
yet the place is the same, and the past continually 
asserts its part in making the house what it is. Here, 
its “map is indelible.” 


Many of the poems in the second section to be 
somehow associated with disturbing or puzzling 
feelings experienced in faraway unfamiliar places; 
more troubling are the poems in the third section, 
which dwell on what has “vanished” from life and 
from memory, since there is “No Safe Haven” 
anywhere. The final section deals with events more 
contemporary and closer to home in one sense than 
the earlier poems. These poems do not retreat from 
confronting the hard losses and cruelties reflected in 
the rest of the book. 


I felt manifold pleasures in recognizing and 
remembering particular images and experiences in 
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Judy Ray’s book—knitting a blue sweater, a kitchen 
table, deflecting a pickpocket for a stranger, and I 
truly enjoyed reading To Fly Without Wings. 


Phyllis Hoge is a member of Albuquerque Monthly 
Meeting in New Mexico and the author of numerous 
books of poetry. 


FLEXIBLE BONES 
By MARIA MELENDEZ 
$15.95, SOFTCOVER 


REVIEWED BY DAVID KAMMERZELT 


Flexible Bones is refreshingly funny. When all too 
many poets view poetry as an art form appropriate 
only for cavernous recital halls, abstracted from 
actual human experience until it has become as 
lifeless as a bleached countertop, Melendez comes 
out with lines like “There’s a ghost, ghost, ghost 

/ in my navel, navel, navel...There’s a bridge, bat, 
bunker / in my hundred dollar bill / there’s a debt 
accumulating / on my lawn.” It’s fun stuff, full of 
music and play and lively images that don’t always 
insist on a deadpan monotone seriousness. Who says 
poetry can’t be fun anymore? 


This is not to say that Flexible Bones can’t be serious 
when it needs to be serious, and it approaches 

such topics as racism, American bellicosity, and 
motherhood in a dangerous world with the gravity 
that such subjects deserve. A Muslim man “lean[s] 
forward into the steady gaze of Unitarians” to 

say that “if you really want peace...then you must 
give / no less than your lives / no less than all 

your possessions / no less than your fortunes and 
your families / no less than the people of Iraq and 
Afghanistan / have already given.” Melendez’ poems 
are frequently prayers for peace; expressions of 
hope that nevertheless recognize the difficulties 

of achieving coexistence in a complicated and 
conflicted world. 


Independent of tonal or thematic concerns, the 
poetry is well-crafted without being overwhelming. 
Lines like “A better poet would know / what it 
means, all of it—clattering song, / the keel of it, the 
bloody scavenging / teeth of it—I’m deaf on the 
floor” show Melendez’ gift for strong imagery and 
consonance that make Flexible Bones beautiful as 
well as amusing and thought-provoking. 


David Kammerzelt is a member of Orange County 
Friends Meeting. 


PRACTICAL MysrTICc: 

RELIGION, SCIENCE, AND A.S. EDDINGTON 
By MATTHEW STANLEY 

$37.50, HARDCOVER 


REVIEWED BY RON BRAITHWAITE 


As both a software engineer and a Quaker, I am very 
aware of the tension between science and faith, and 
so I was very interested to read a book about Arthur 
Stanley Eddington, a Quaker and one of the most 
famous scientists of the early 20th century. 


First off, a major caveat about this book: it’s a 

(very) slight rework of Matthew Stanley’s doctoral 
dissertation. Dissertations turned into books tend to 
be dry and dense. Practical Mystic is both in places, 
but that doesn’t mean that it isn’t a worthwhile read 
for those with an intellectual bent who are exploring 
mysticism. 


Eddington was one of the greatest astronomers 

and physicists of all time and the first person to be 
able to explain Albert Einstein’s General Theory of 
Relativity to those of us who are not as intellectually 
gifted. 


In the introduction, Stanley states his desire to 
refute the idea that rational thought and mystical 
experience - science and faith - are mutually 
incompatible. He presents Eddington, who was one 
of the leading scientists of the age while also being 
very actively involved in the spiritual and social 
activities of the Society and who very actively tried to 
publicly reconcile both sides of his life. 


This book is packed with illustrations of the 
evolution of scientific thought in the early 20th 
century, viewed through the lens of Eddington’s 
life. Stanley writes in one of his most significant 
conclusions, “[Eddington] warned against trusting 
implicitly in scientific data, since the progressive 
nature of science constantly overturns it’s own 
results... The crux of the matter was that Eddington 
was arguing for an open-ended scientific process. 
Seeking, not finding, was the essence of science.” 


Isn’t that true of Life In The Spirit as well? 


The one thing that annoyed me throughout the 

book was Stanley’s use of obscure terms without 
defining them. Despite that disclaimer, I very much 
enjoyed the book. Part of that is personal - in the 
first chapter, a couple of my distant cousins - a father 
and son - take opposing takes on Quakerism and 
mysticism, much like my own father and myself. 
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You will enjoy this book if you are interested in the 
history of the Religious Society of Friends and also 
have a strong scientific or engineering background. 
Also, if you are interested in how we managed to 
evolve beyond the years of Quietism and into the 
more spiritual/activist nature of the modern Society 
of today, this book will be quite fascinating. 


Ron Braithwaite is a member of Bridge City 
Monthly Meeting in Portland, Oregon. 


MEN OF PEACE: 

WORLD WAR II CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
EDITED BY MARY R. HOPKINS 

$19.95, SOFTCOVER 


REVIEWED BY DAVID KAMMERZELT 


The stock challenge to pacifism is Nazism: surely 
you would take up arms against Hitler? And yet, in 
the midst of a national fervor for war, there were 
men who refused to engage in such a conflict. To 
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read their stories is a sobering counter to the heady 
propaganda that was and is produced about WW 

II. Despite national prejudice, even if it caused rifts 
within communities and families, these men were 
willing to oppose the perceived need for war and live 
in accordance with the leadings of their spirits. 


Men of Peace is a collection of recent interviews with 
surviving conscientious objectors. The book follows 
Quakers, Methodists, and atheists, farm boys and 
Harvard doctoral candidates as they all come to the 
conclusion that answering violence in kind is neither 
effective nor ethical. 


Absent from this book, though, is a detailed 
examination of life as conscientious objector doing 
“work of national importance” in domestic exile. 
Some of the interviewees barely mention that 

they were COs before moving on to describe their 
subsequent experiences as professionals and fathers. 
It is of interest to read how the convictions that led 
these men to become COs led them to conscionable 
endeavors in social work or environmentalism 

or racial integration. Nevertheless, the post-war 
experiences make one curious as to how those 


“We have labored together and we have felt the presence of Divine love.” 
— EDITORIAL BOARD OF Spirit Rising 


Quaker Press of FGC is pleased to announce the publication of 
Spirit Rising YOUNG QUAKER VOICES 


The first generation of Friends included the fiery, the pious, the scholars, 
the earnest, the iconoclasts, and a few oddballs. Some of that first 
generation spun off into other directions; others stayed and shaped the 
cacophony of searching voices into a faith community .. . or were there 
already the seeds of many different faith communities? Fast forward a 
few centuries, add the complexity of differing global cultures and history, 
and—here we are—Spirit Rising: Young Quaker Voices. Each essay stands 
alone as a reflection of the writer’s search for the Source. But follow how 
joy and pain, searching and conversion, conviction and questioning, weave 
cacophony into jazz. 


— Margaret Fraser, Executive Secretary, Friends World Committee 


for Consultation Section of the Americas 


Quaker Press of FGC, 2010, 356 pp-, paperback, $17.50 
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formative years in CO camps worked to shape these 
men’s souls. The interview questions evoke a broad 
overview of the men’s lives to the detriment of 
specificity with respect to the CO experience. 


Nevertheless, the book is reeommended for any who 
would want to know about courage demonstrated in 


opposition to violence and prejudice, rather than on ~ 


behalf of such. 


David Kammerzelt is a member of Orange County 
Friends Meeting. 


A SINCERE AND CONSTANT LOVE: 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 

WORK OF MARGARET FELL. 2ND ED. 
EDITED BY T. H. S. WALLACE 

$15, SOFTCOVER 


REVIEWED BY DAVID MORSE 


Friends United Press has performed a useful 
service by bringing this work, first published in 
1992, back into press, with a new preface on the 
continuing relevance of Margaret Fell and a study 
guide with discussion questions. Margaret Fell, 
wife of George Fox and an essential leader in the 
early days of the Quaker movement, was a prolific 
writer, and this work includes the full text of four of 
her most significant public writings, supplemented 
by some briefer autobiographical and personal 
communications. 


Each work is prefaced by both a historical 
introduction and a content summary. The latter is 
especially welcome, since it is sometimes hard to see 
the forest for the trees in Fell’s thickets of run-on 
sentences, welter of biblical allusions, and general 
preference for saying the same thing in at least 
three ways. In this, she is no better or worse than 
her fellow Quaker writers of the period, and, in fact, 
she rises to eloquence more than most. Fortunately, 
the new edition provides a much more readable 
page layout than the first, with larger type and 
some welcome paragraph breaks to help the reader 
through Fell’s breathless prose style. 


The meatiest of the selections is her pamphlet: “A 
True Testimony from the People of God (Who by the 
World are Called Quakers).” In it, she explicates and 
provides biblical support for key elements of Quaker 
doctrine, including the direct communication of 

the Spirit without ministerial or other authoritative 
mediation “by the immediate power and revelation 


of Jesus Christ”; that God is to be worshiped in Spirit 
and Truth, rather than in ordained religious practice; 
and that the redeeming power of the Spirit works 

in this life time as the heart is cleansed of sin, not 

in the hereafter. In this relatively brief work, Fell 
proves herself a masterful exponent of the Quaker 
message, as well as a no-holds-barred adversary for 
Quakerism’s many seventeenth-century critics. 


Her most famous pamphlet, “Women’s Speaking 
Justified,” included here, is an overwhelming and 
spirited defense of the crucial spiritual role of 
women in ministry and other aspects of religious 
life, as evidenced in both the heroines of the Old 
Testament and the many women who played key 
roles in the life and work of Jesus. And she proposes 
a convincing reinterpretation of the Pauline verses 
that have been used to justify exclusion of women 
from ministry and church leadership. 


In some ways the most entertaining read here is her 
1656 pamphlet: “Some Ranters’ Principles Answered.” 
The editor justifies inclusion of this work, because 
he suggests that Ranter tendencies (e.g, moral 
relativism) still need to be confronted in modern 
Quakerism. And he’s probably right, since I found 
myself siding with the Ranters in the face of Fell’s 
barrage of invective and calls for divine retribution 
to be brought down on them. Her response to one 
of the imagined Ranter interlocutors begins, “You 
dark, blind, sot!”, and goes downhill from there. The 
“Mother of Quakerism” sputters and fumes. 


The ‘Study Guide’ provides some useful questions 
about the relevance of Fell’s insights for our own 
time. It is marred, however, by some questions that 
sound a lot more like answers: “Is the rampant wild 
imagining, lack of spiritual seriousness, and absence 
of commonsense decorum in the media and in the 
cinema reflective of rampant Ranter tendencies 
among the elite in our Western societies?” Well, 
since you put it that way... 


David Morse is a member of Orange Grove Monthly 
Meeting in Pasadena, California. 


Learn to Build Biosand Water Filters! 
. Friendly Water for the World Training, August 14- 
17th, Quaker Cove, WA. 
For more information 
Phone: 360-259-9176 


E-mail: vince. schueler@q. com 
Friendly Water for the World is a new organization 
in need of a new logo! Contact David Albert at 
_shantinik@earthlink. net for more information on the 
ote _ logo contest. Deadline i is August 1. 
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MEMORIAL MINUTES 


MARGARET ANGELL 


CLAREMONT FRIENDS MEETING 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA 


Margaret “Margie” R. Angell, 96, 
died in the Health Services Center 
of Pilgrim Place, Claremont, 
California on Sept. 4. 2009. Her 
Memorial Service was held on 
Nov. 6, 2009 in Decker Hall of the 
retirement community where she 
had lived since 1986. The service 
combined elements of both her 
Quaker heritage and her connection 
with the United Church of Christ. 


Margie was born on Aug. 31, 1913 

in Long Island, New York to Dr. and 
Mrs. Canby Robinson. Her father, 

a Quaker and dedicated medical 
professional who founded the first 
modern medical school with an 
associated hospital (Vanderbilt 
University), encouraged her 

to be all that she could be. His 
“touchstone was integrity and 
caring.” Her mother also gave her 
permission to explore her potential 
for theatre. Margie began writing 
and performing her own plays and 
poetry at an early age and continued 
throughout her life. 


A turning point in Margie’s life 
came when in her sophomore year 
at Bennington College she spent 

a year traveling in China where 
her father was a visiting professor 
at Peking Union Medical Center. 
As a result of that experience she 
changed her focus to social studies 
and peacemaking. 


During the Great Depression she 
accepted a job with the Women’s 
International League for Peace 

and Freedom. This confirmed her 
Quaker convictions that peace and 
non-violence were where she would 
put her energies. 


After marrying Russell Angell in 
1942, raising 3 daughters, being 
a supportive Congregational 
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minister’s wife, and actively 
participating in Church Women 
United took up the early years of 
her marriage. 


1970 found her in Massachusetts 
where she coordinated the Interfaith 
Project at the Worcester Age 

Center. She connected volunteers 
with people newly released from 
mental hospitals. This effort led to 

a position with the Department of 
Mental Health where she organized 
conferences on “The Religious 
Community and the Elderly.” 


After retiring with her husband 

in 1986 to Pilgrim Place, Margie 
continued to find ways to express 
her love and compassion. She was 
also an active participant in the 
local United Nations Association, 
the weekly Prayer Vigils for Peace, 
and attended both Claremont 
Friends Meeting and services in the 
Health Services Center. Said one 
admirer, “You can get a tan off her 
radiance.” She was truly able to see 
“that of God” in each person she 
encountered. 


Margie is survived by her daughters 
and sons-in-law, Marion “Mannie” 
Garza & Kim Ward, Barbara Hildt 

& Alan MacGregor & Carol Angell; 
her grandchildren, Carlos & Mariel 
Tarza, Natalie, Michael & Simon 
Hildt & Sara Angell-lsom; her great- 
grandchildren Elise & Nicolas Garza 
& Della Hildt; and by numerous 
extended family members. 


HENRY HELSON 


BERKELEY FRIENDS MEETING 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 


Henry Helson was born June 2, 
1927 to Harry Helson, a professor 
of psychology, and Lida. Henry and 
his younger sister Martha grew up 
in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. 


Though Henry’s mother was 

of fundamentalist Lutheran 
background, she took Henry and 
Martha to Presbyterian Church and 
later began attending the Merion 
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Friends’ Meeting. Later all three 
became committed Quakers. 


Henry was a precocious child and 
his father hoped that his son would 
become a physicist, but Henry 
became a mathematician. Henry 
followed his father’s love of violin 
playing. Henry’s undergraduate 
years at Harvard were among the 
most important of his life. He took 
courses from eminent scholars 

in mathematics and other fields 
and made lifelong friends. During 
WWII Henry was under pressure to 
graduate early and enter the Navy, 
which he did. 


Henry did his doctoral work 

at Harvard. He turned down a 
position at UCLA due to the loyalty 
oath; then accepted a research 
fellowship and teaching position 

at Yale. At that time he met his 
future wife, Ravenna, who was 
teaching at Smith College in nearby 
Northampton, Massachusetts. 
They married in June 1954 and the 
following year Henry took a job 

at UC Berkeley. Their first child, 
David, was born in 1956, their 
daughter Ravenna in 1957 and 
Harold in 1960. 


A committed husband and father, 
Henry was also recognized for his 
outstanding achievements, was 
promoted to tenure in 1958, then to 
full professor in 1961. He was Chair 
of the Mathematics Department 

in 1965-66. In his years at U.C. he 
mentored some 20 Ph.D. students 
and kept up with many of them. 
After early retirement in 1993, at 
age 66, he remained engaged in 
mathematical work, making trips to 
India for professional exchanges. 


Henry transferred membership 
from Merion Meeting to Berkeley 
Friends Meeting in 1970. Over the 
years he served the meeting in many 
capacities: as member, trustee, 
treasurer and clerk of the Finance 
committee, where he became 
known as the financial whiz of the 
Meeting., the Nominating and 
Ministry and Oversight committees 
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and during the last decade as 
member and clerk of the meeting’s 
Long Range Planning committee. 
He was representative to the 
Friends Committee on Legislation 
of California and volunteered with 
AFSC. 


Henry volunteered for the Park 

Hills Neighborhood Association. 

He published his books through 
Berkeley Books, among them a small 
book he called Essays, a collection 
of the articles and talks he had 
composed on topics important to 
him. Other books he published were 
by colleagues, including texts that 
were succinct and clear for students. 


Henry’s retirement years were 
active and rewarding. Henry and 
his wife enjoyed the great outdoors 
of the Bay Area. For years they 
missed Meeting alternate weeks, 
when they went to their beloved 
cabin in Inverness. They enjoyed 
get-togethers with their children, 
grandchildren and with siblings 
and other relatives, sometimes in 
Berkeley but also in Milwaukee, 
Boston, London, Hong Kong, Block 
Island, and Cape Cod. 


His interest in playing violin 
continued through his life and in 
retirement he decided to become 
the best violinist he could; for years 
after retiring he practiced violin 

or viola two hours a day. An avid 
chamber music player for years, he 
was a loyal member of Amphion 
and played Brahm’s First Violin 
Sonata with them late in life, after 
facing a difficult illness. He also 
started a quartet that performed 
publicly, including at Friends’ 
Meeting. In the last years of life 
Henry was often ill, sometimes very 
seriously, leading to his decision 

to disband the group due to the 
impossibility of continuing the level 
of practicing he thought necessary. 
He was delighted that his daughter 
and all three of his grandchildren 
play musical instruments, some 
professionally. 


In 2007, during an intermission in 
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chemotherapy, Henry and his wife 
took their last trip, floating on a 
barge through Burgundy with his 
sister Martha and her husband. On 
the way they stopped in Paris to visit 
old friends and places they loved. 


In July 2010, he recorded his life 
story as a part of the Meeting’s Oral 
History Project. 


Henry passed away January 10, 
2010 and is survived by his wife of 
nearly 56 years, Ravenna; his son 
David Helson and daughter-in-law, 
Janet Long, their daughter Sarah, 
living in England; his daughter 
Ravenna, her husband Randy 
Lipchik and their children Erin 
and Ahna, living in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and his son Harold 
Helson, living in Arlington, 
Massachusetts. 


ELISE BOULDING 


Elise Boulding died at 4:40 pm, 
June 24, 2010 in Needham, MA. 
Hailed as a “matriarch” of the 
twentieth century peace research 
movement, she was sociologist 
emeritus from Dartmouth College 
and from the University of Colorado 
and in on the ground floor in the 
movements of peace, women’s 
studies and futures and played 
pivotal roles in each. Her writings 
on the role of the family, women, 
spirituality and international non- 
governmental organizations have 
offered activists and educators 

new ways of conceiving the 

tasks inherent in making peace. 
Beginning in tandem with her late 
husband, economist and Quaker 
poet Kenneth Boulding and later on 
her own, she went on to build a life 
that encompassed research, writing 
and teaching, networking and 
building communities of learning. 


Dr. Boulding is the author of 
over 300 publications and was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1990. Her theoretical 
work on the role of the family in 
educating toward social change, 
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and the role women have played 

in peacemaking, together with her 
ideas on transnational networks 
and their relationship to global 
understanding are considered 
seminal contributions to twentieth 
century peace education thought. 
Prior to her scholarly career, 
which formally began for her 

at age fifty after receiving her 
doctorate from the University 

of Michigan, Dr. Boulding was 
making major contributions in 
other areas, most notably as a peace 
educator and prominent Quaker 
and as a leader in the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF), rising up to be 
International Chair. 


She was a founder of the 
International Peace Research 
Association and later became 

its International Secretary- 
General. She was a co-founder the 
Consortium on Peace, Research, 
Education and Development. As 
an active opponent of the Vietnam 
War, Dr. Boulding ran for Congress 
in the 1960s on a Peace Platform in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


Elise taught sociology and 
women’s studies at the University 
of Colorado, where she helped to 
found the peace studies program. 
She later taught sociology and 
helped to found the peace studies 
program at Dartmouth College. 
She took key leadership positions 
in the American and International 
Sociological Associations, worked 
on climate change, population, and 
arms control with the American 
Association of the Advancement 

of Science, was engaged with the 
American Futures Society, the 
World Policy Institute, the United 
Nations University in Tokyo, 
consultative work with UNESCO, 
and was appointed by President 
Jimmy Carter as the only woman to 
sit on the Commission to establish 
the U.S. Institute of Peace. She was 
on the boards of the National Peace 
Institute Foundation, the Boulder 
Parenting Center, the Exploratory 
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Project on Conditions for a Just 
World Peace, the International 
Peace Research Association 
Foundation, the Committee for the 
Quaker United Nations Office, and 
Honorary Chair of the National 
Peace Academy Advisory Board. 
Prior to her retirement from 
Dartmouth College, she was a 
Senior Fellow of the Dickey Center 
for International Understanding 
at that university. In 1993 Dr. 
Boulding represented Quakers 

at the inaugural gathering of the 
global Interfaith Peace Council. 


Born in 1920 in Oslo, Norway, her 
status as an immigrant profoundly 
affected her life and work. A 
graduate of Douglas College (now 
part of Rutgers University), Dr. 
Boulding joined the Religious 
Society of Friends at age 21. Her 
sense of herself as a Quaker and 
her deep spirituality informed all 
of her subsequent work. Blessed 
with a very high energy level, at 
times she also sought out Catholic 
monasteries for times of retreat 
from her very heavily scheduled 
life as an academic, activist, author 
and speaker. In 1973 she spent a 
year in retreat in a mountain cabin 
outside Boulder, CO, where she 
began writing her seminal work on 
women, The Underside of History: 
a View of Women Through Time. 
Her last book, Cultures of Peace: 
the Hidden Side of History, is a 
celebration of the many ways peace 
is made in everyday places and 
hidden spaces and its writing was 
a culmination of her life’s work. 
Retiring from Dartmouth College 
in 1985 she returned to Boulder, 
Colorado. In 1996 she relocated 

to Wayland, MA and in 2000 she 
moved to a retirement home in 
Needham, MA. 


Pre-deceased by her husband, Dr. 
Kenneth Boulding and her two 
sisters Sylvia Griffith and Vera 
Larson, she is survived by her 
five children and their spouses: 
Russell and Bonnie Boulding 

of Bloomington, IN, Mark and 
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Pat Boulding of Englewood, CO, 
Christine Boulding and the late 
Gregory Graham of Wayland, MA, 
Philip and Pam Boulding of Olalla, 
WA and William and Liz Boulding of 
Durham, NC, 16 grandchildren and 
9 great-grandchildren. 


Memorial contributions may 

be made to the National Peace 
Academy, PO Box 382, San Mateo, 
CA 94401 (please identify Elise 
Boulding Scholarship Fund, which 
was established to honor her life 

of dedication to peace, on check). 
Russell Boulding (4464 N. Robbs 
Lane, Bloomington, IN, 47408, jrb- 
eeh@bluemarble.net) is collecting 
tributes/reminiscences of those 
touched by her to be complied, 
shared with the family and placed 
in the Elise Boulding Collection at 
the University of Colorado Archives, 
Boulder. 


EDWARD BRINTON 


LA JOLLA MONTHLY MEETING 
La JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 


Edward (Ed) Brinton, 86, died on 
January 13, 2010. Ed was born on 
January 12, 1924 into the Quaker 
community of Earlham College in 
Richmond, Indiana. His parents, 
Howard and Anna Brinton were 
prominent Quaker leaders and 
academics. His family traveled 
widely throughout his childhood, 
sometimes together and sometimes 
apart. His early life in an active 
Quaker family likely contributed 
to his love of adventure and his 
penchant for travel, embracing the 
people and culture wherever he 
went. 


In 1937, the family settled at Pendle 
Hill, the Quaker study center 
outside of Philadelphia where 

his parents served as directors. 

Ed graduated from the Quaker 
boarding school Westtown in 1941 
and later with a biology degree 
from Haverford College. His college 
years were interrupted by World 
War II, during which he served as a 
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conscientious objector doing work 
for the forest service in Tennessee 
and later as an attendant ina 
mental hospital in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. Following the end of 

the war, he traveled to California 
but returned east to finish his 
undergraduate degree. He did his 
Masters at Bryn Mawr College. In 
1948, he met and married his wife, 
Desiree (Kid) Ward, who was then 
a student at Pendle Hill. In 1950, 
Ed and Kid moved west to La Jolla, 
California where Ed was a graduate 
student at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography. He earned a PhD in 
1957 and began a long lasting career 
as a research biologist. With his 
wife, Kid, they raised four children: 
Joanna, Nick, David, and Eric. He 
was widowed in 1976. 


Ed was highly regarded in the 
international scientific community. 
Ed’s dissertation, The Distribution 
of Pacific Euphausiids, became 

an important publication. 
Euphausiids are the small shrimp- 
like crustaceans known as krill that 
animals such as baleen whales, fish, 
and birds feed upon. Ed’s work 
contributed to our understanding 
of the biology of the open ocean. 
Although his research was primarily 
related to the taxonomy and 
ecology of krill throughout the 
Pacific Ocean, colleagues praise 

his massive contributions to key 
aspects of biological oceanography. 
His research detailed the significant 
biogeographical provinces of 

the Pacific Ocean and the large- 
scale patterns of open-ocean 
diversity, integrating the roles of 
physical oceanography and ocean 
circulation. He also led studies 
describing how climatic variations 
led to corresponding variations 

in the marine ecosystems of the 
California Current. 


His work took him on extensive 
voyages at sea. He sent home 
fascinating letters about the 
customs and cultures of the lands 
that he visited. He and his family 
traveled to and lived in places like 
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England, Thailand, and India. 
While abroad and between travels, 
the family had many wonderful 

and sometimes alarming family 
adventures. He lived in the 
moment, but things usually worked 
out. Ed was someone with a real 
respect and active concern for all 
people and cultures. A colleague 
remembered him as one without a 
“moment of doubt to share crowded 
compartments reserved for only 
blacks or to enter townships to 
participate in religious service in 
apartheid South Africa, though both 
were forbidden for whites.” 


He was a founding member of 

La Jolla Monthly Meeting and 
remained a member of this Meeting 
for more than 50 years. He was 
quiet and soft-spoken, smiling 
easily. Though he traveled and lived 
in other parts of the world, he was 
an active participant in Meeting 
who contributed as he could. He 
graciously opened his home to F/ 
friends, sometimes for extended 
periods. His adventures were merely 
mentioned in passing and, perhaps, 
if pressed he would share photos. 
We will greatly miss this generous, 
deep, and good-hearted man. 


Ed’s survivors include his sisters 
Catharine and Joan and his children 
Joanna, Nick, David, and Eric. He 
was grandfather to Elena, Terry, 
Gwen, Rosie, Liam, and Kellen. 


MYRTLE JUNE PETERSON COBIN 


BOULDER MONTHLY MEETING 
BOULDER, COLORADO 


June Cobin died on April 9, 2010. 
She had been a member of Boulder 
Meeting for almost 50 years. The 
only child of Myrtle Upson Peterson 
and Harvey Charles Peterson, 
June was born in Eau Claire 
Wisconsin, June 29, 1925. During 
her childhood she became an 
accomplished pianist, performing 
on the radio, until a severe arm 
break permanently damaged some 
nerves in her fingers and hand. 


June and Martin met as blind dates 
at a sorority dance when Martin 
was stationed in Madison during 
WWII. They were married on June 
27, 1944, by a Jewish chaplain, two 
days before June’s 19th birthday, on 
Scott Field Air Force Base in Illinois 
where Martin was stationed. They 
subsequently lived in Florida until 
June became pregnant and moved 
back to Madison to stay with her 
parents, and Martin was deployed 
to Japan. 


June had four children, five 
grandchildren and seven great- 
grandchildren. Her family was 

very important to June and her 
face lit up talking about them. 

She was also interested in nature, 
Native Americans, folk stories from 
different cultures, Judaism, and 
gardening. She grew bean sprouts 
to sell commercially. 


June travelled extensively with 
Martin and shared in his work, 

she co-directed the Quaker 
International Office in Tokyo, and 
the Casa de los Amigos in Mexico 
City. She also taught in Tokyo 
Friends Girls School, worked with 
Native Americans and with foreign 
diplomats. June lived the Quaker 
testimony of simplicity and inspired 
those fortunate enough to come in 
contact with her. 


June died from Alzheimers disease. 
Although Alzheimers is a cruel 
condition it was relatively kind to 
June. She had pleasant, fantasy 
memories of her life; she was not 
in pain; and was only occasionally 
frustrated. She died in her sleep. 


She is survived by her children: Lyn 
Marie Cobin Gullette; Gail Louise 
Cobin Moscoso and husband Joseph 
; Karen (Kit) Thea Cobin Warner 
and husband Gary; and Peter 
Martin Cobin and wife Stephanie 
Wellons Cobin. Grandchildren 

are Lisa Warner-Rusconi and 
husband Chris; Mark Warner and 
wife Melanie; Todd Gullette and 
wife Allyson; Bryan Gullette and 
wife Alina; Nolan Cobin. Great- 
grandchildren include Megan, Ryan, 


Lisa Warner and husband Chris 
Rusconi, Anna, Noah, Sarah Kate 
Warner; Jordan Gullette. 


KATHARINE SMITH WELCH 


BOULDER MONTHLY MEETING 
BOULDER, COLORADO 


Katharine Welch died on January 
14, 2010 in New Hampshire. She 
was born September 26, 1920 in 
Framingham, Massachusetts and 
grew up in New Haven, where her 
father was on the Yale faculty. She 
graduated from Vassar College in 
1942 with a degree in Economics 
and earned a Masters of Science 
degree from the Yale School of 
Nursing in 1945. 


She married William Welch in 
1946 and they moved to Boulder in 
1961. Katharine became an active 
and outspoken citizen of Boulder, 
especially interested in health 
care. She was a trustee of Boulder 
Community Hospital and also 
served on the Board of Directors 
of the Rocky Mountain Planned 
Parenthood, the Mental Health 
Association of Colorado and the 
Colorado Child Health Council. 
She became the president of the 
Colorado Hemlock Society. 


Katharine also worked on 
environmental preservation, and 
served on the Board of Directors 
of the Chautauqua Association, 
Boulder Parks and Recreation and 
Colorado Nature Conservancy. 


In 1979 Katharine Welch became 

a member of Boulder Meeting and 
was active on the Service Committee 
and the Program Hour Committee. 
She was also deeply involved in the 
planning of our remodeling effort in 
the 1990s. Sometime after 2000 she 
decided to return to her native New 
England, where she passed away 
January 2010. 


Survivors include three sons, 
Peter, James and Gilbert, and four 
grandchildren. 
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6 PENDLE HILL 


Pamphlets are timely essays 
on many facets of Quaker life, 
thought and spirituality, readable 
at one sitting. Subscribe to receive 
five pamphlets/year for $25 (US.) 
Also available: every pamphlet 
published previously by Pendle 
Providing grants in support of Hill, including recent pamphlets 
micro-enterprise development in by Warren Ostrom, Marge Ab- 
south India, Africa, and among Friends. bore Rebermenemelinad Sicde 
Learn more at www.rswr.org Smith. 800-742-3150 x2 or 


¢ Make a donation bookstore@pendlehill.org. 
e Sign up for the RSWR newsletter 


¢ Contact us for a program at your 
meeting or church. 


101 Quaker Hill Dr., Richmond, IN 47374 
765.966.0314 


| Nt Kalimba 
5 Magic 


Right Sharing of World Resources 


Advertise with WF 
Reach Friendly Readers! 


2009 Advertising Rates: $.50_ 
per word for classified ads. 
Minimum charge $15. Box 
ads: 10% extra, 25% extra 
for color. Logo included for 

additional. $10. 10% discount 
for 3 consecutive ads, 25% 

discount for 10. Display ads: 
$20 per column inch. Add 15% 
for spot, 25% for full color. Full , 
_ page: $350; half page: $200; 
one-third page: $150; two- 
thirds page: $250. Discounts 
for consecutive display ads. Call 
Kathy Hyzy at 503.956.4709 or 
email editor@westernfriend. org 


Rediscover African American 
Spirituals on the kalimba with 


our Spirituals Book. Each song 


has a melody-only version as 


well as an advanced version. 


Learn more at: 


www.kalimbamagic.com 
(520) 881-4666 


Guaker House 


Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg NC 


40 Years of Front-Line Peace Witness . 
ind Just Getting Started! 


Biba Our New Book: 
YES To The Troops. 


NO To The Wars. ty HO a Geena et... Feat 


Quaker Hou 
223 Hillside Avenue 
Fayetteville NC 28301 
www.quakerhouse.org 


Chuck Fager, Director 
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Quaker Life 2 


A Publication of Friends United Meeting 


A 
Quaker Life—informing and 
equipping Friends around the 
world. Free sample available upon 
request. Join our family of Friends 
for one year (6 issues) at $24. For 
information contact Quaker Life, 
101 Quaker Hill Drive Richmond, 
IN 47374. 
Ph: 765-962-7573 
Email: quakerlife@fum.org 
Website: www.fum.org 


Friends Journal 
is more than 

a magazine— 

it’s a ministry 

of the written 
word. Friends 
worldwide find 
community in each issue full of 
award-winning articles, opin- 
ions, poetry, news and art. Call 
us toll-free at 800-471-6863 and 
mention offer code FB2008 to 
receive 12 monthly issues for $35, 
saving 42% off the cover price! 
FRIENDS JOURNAL, 1216 
Arch St., 2A, Philadelphia, PA 
19107. www.friendsjournal.org. 


ps 
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Ben Lomond Quaker Center, a 
retreat facility near Santa Cruz, 
California, seeks a full-time, on-site 
Director [a couple who job-share 
will be considered] to begin no 
sooner than 1/1/2011. Applicants 
must be experienced in managing 
staff, finances, fundraising, and 
program development, be computer 
literate and able to perform common 
maintenance tasks. Familiarity 

with Friends’ beliefs, values, and 
practices is required. Membership 
in the Religious Society of Friends 
is strongly preferred. Experience 
managing retreat centers, youth 
programs, and/or non-profit 
organizations is highly desirable. 
Compensation includes salary, 
housing, utilities, and benefits. 
Individuals, couples, GLBT, and 
persons of color are welcome to 
apply. See <www.quakercenter.org> 
for job description and where to send 
cover letter and resume which must 
be received by 8/15/2010. 


Quaker Commercial Realtor 
specializing in income property sales 
and 1031 replacements nationally. 
Call Allen Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at 
877-658-3666. 


KOK 
Vintage Books. Rare and out- 
of-print Quaker journals, history, 
religion. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden 
Rowe St. Hopkinton, MA 01748. 
Email: vintage@gis.net. Website: 
www.vintagequakerbooks.com. 
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Committee on 
Washington 
Public Policy 


(FCWPP) 


A Quaker Organization 


The Friends Committee on 
Washington Public Policy 
(FCWPP) seeks a part-time 
Legislative Advocate (lobbyist) to 
represent Friends’ testimonies to 
the Washington State legislature. 
The Advocate will help develop 
the legislative agenda, draft bills 


and testimony, and guide 


volunteer lobbyists from around 
the state. Current initiatives 
emphasize criminal and economic 
justice. Friendly written and 
verbal communication skills are 
essential; a Quaker is preferred. 
Email inquiries and resumes to: 


fcwpp@quaker.org by 8/1/2010. 


William Penn House, a Quaker 
Center on Capitol Hill in Washing- 
ton, DC offering hospitality, semi- 
nars on peace, social justice, dialogue 
among faiths on AIDS and related 
issues. Washington Quaker Work- 
camps provides Quaker service learn- 
ing. We seek interns for all of our 
programs. www.williampennhouse. 
org 202-543-5560. 
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Ben Lomond Quaker Center 
Personal retreats, family reunions, 
weddings, retreats, and our own 
schedule of Quaker programs. 
Among the redwoods, near Santa 
Cruz, CA. 831-336-8333. 
http://www.quakercenter.org. 


KKK 


Woolman 
Semester 


Friends 
high school 
intensive 


Interdependent studies of 
peace, justice & sustainability 


Project-based learning 
Living in Quaker community 
Extensive service-learning 
trips 
Call 530-273-3183 to 
find out more. 


www.woolman.org 


Consider the Arizona Friends 
Community for your next, or your 
second, home. 360 degree mountain 
views, 4,000 ft. elevation, often 
near-perfect weather. Write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N San Luis 
Obispo Dr., Douglas, AZ 85607. 
Ph.#937.728.9887. Website: www. 


arizonafriends.com. 


Help Wanted: Friend in prison 
looking for a Friend to create a one- 
page static website called, “Voters in 


Prison.” http://votersinprison.com/ 
If interested, contact Edward King, 
279368, AHCC-LB23L, PO Box 
2049, Airway Heights WA 99001. 


Join the Fellowship of the Quakers 
in the Arts ($25/yr) and share your 
work with Friends in our exciting 
quarterly, Types & Shadows. Seeking 
short fiction & nonfiction, poetry, 
drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chap- 
ter in Quaker history! More info: 
FQA, 1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia 
PA 19102. Email submissions OK. 
fqa@quaker.org www.quaker.org/fqa 


“Marge Abbott has given us a deeper 
look at how she bridges the divides 
between activism and mysticism, 
between evangelicals and liberals, 
between 17th century and postmodern 
Friends, between crippling fear and 
faithful courage.” 


-Robin Mohr, author of the convergent 


Quaker blog What Canst Thou Say? 
In To Be Broken and Tender, Friend 


and Quaker historian Margery Abbott 
weaves together a brave and beautiful — 
personal narrative with Quaker “i | 
history and theological reflection in 
response to questions and struggles () 4 [ () k p I} 
about belief, language, social issues 

and other deeply-felt concerns that : 
unsettle and divide our Meetings and ( f} p [} p [ 

the wider Religious Society of Friends. : Fg 
A study guide assists readers in their 
own discernment around challenging 
issues such as care for the 
environment, our personal 
relationships to God and 


Christianity, and what role Friends 
have in making the world right. 


* 


a Quaker theology ’ 
or today | 


“This is a book Friends of all 


persuasions have been waiting for.” 


-Barbarajene Williams, 
elder for the Way of Ministry 
program 


260pp., $20 
Includes study guide and glossary 


LOOK FOR “TO BE BROKEN” AND “ENLIVENED BY THE MYSTERY” 
IN YOUR YEARLY MEETING BOOKSTORE OR AT WESTERNFERIEND.ORG 


